Lesson 4

"The God of Grace and Judgment”

Concern for some sort of a future judgment grips ttuman race. The five major
religions of the world [1], and their variationd|, think about this time when every soul
will give an account for good or evil. Even thos&hwno religion who hold to the
doctrine of atheism, as promoted by Marxian Commmnihave feared that religion
would be a danger to the state and in this sensadwdtimately bring judgment upon
society. Like it or hate it the truth of a judgmdates every person alive in the 21st
century and the human race from Adam to our dagorsfronted with God's plan of
salvation for all people. In the human heart, there hidden longing for something
better. This void in the human soul senses thdicpislemands that there must be a
judgment eventually.

Many people have the idea that God is a vengefity[pest waiting for a chance to strike
them with His lightning bolts of retribution foreifr sins. And if God is indeed like this, a
judgment with Him on the bench would certainly beearful prospect. The Bible,

however, describes a God and a judgment that difsgartlingly from this common

misconception.

God is not looking for an excuse to punish us. \Waetimes picture a loving Jesus who
stands between us and a harsh Father. But accdalthg Bible, the Father loves us and
IS just as anxious for our eternal salvation ak@sSon. "For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son" (John 3:16). "God imaChrist, reconciling the world to
Himself, not imputing [counting] their trespassedhiem" (2 Cor. 5:19).

God never planned for any of us to face the tesfdreing found guilty in the judgment.
Jesus declared that the condemnation of the judgf’eternal fire"--was specifically
"prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matt. 2%:4f any human being finds himself
sharing Satan's fate, it will not be because Galwded it. Those who are destroyed
along with the devil and his angels will have smarrand beaten back repeated efforts by
God to save them.

In what appears to be a happy exception to Patatersent about "all" appearing in
judgment (2 Cor. 5:10), Jesus declares good ndwsety truth, anyone who gives heed
to what | say and puts his trust in Him who sentiMs hold of eternal life, and does not
come up for judgment, but has already passed freathdto life" (John 5:24, New



English Bible). The worgudgmenthere means the condemnation of the judgment; the
point is that God wants to exempt us from the Idgrexperience of facing judgment and
being condemned.

The Father has turned over to Christ the taskddijug men. "The Father judges no one,
but has committed [entrusted] all judgment to tha.S"... and has given Him authority
to execute judgment, ... because He is the Son of Kdahn 5:22, 27).

Our judge, then, is Jesus Himself. No one morendilie to us could be found! If in a
human court, the judge and all the jury memberswaen personal friends; you could
hardly wish for a more favorable chance of acquitat the Son of man will do for us
what no earthly friend can do when we are in treubhn says, "I write to you, that you
may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Adwaedath the Father, Jesus Christ, the
Righteous. And He is the propitiation [atoning #am¥] for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for the whole world!" (1 John 2:1, 2)

How can Jesus be our Advocate in a law case ifsHdsio our Judge? God puts all the
odds in our favor. Jesus is both Judge and defatiseney. He can defend us because
He has already suffered the condemnation we desertlee judgment. The death that
Jesus died on the cross was the condemnationaiires carried to its ultimate degree.
"[God] made Him who knew no sin to be sin for ug"Gor. 5:21). Jesus died as the
eternally lost sinner will die--"forsaken" by Hiather--because "[He] Himself bore our
sins in His own body on the tree, that we havingddito sins, might live for
righteousness--by whose stripes [wounds] you weeddal" (1 Peter 2:24).

Since He is the second Adam, we are "in Him" caajdy if we choose to believe it. The
idea is that when Jesus diedk also died. "I have been crucified with Christ,idsRaul
(Gal. 2:20). Any lightning bolts of hot wrath thsthould fall on sinners already fell on
Christ at the cross.

By receiving the gift of Jesus as our Savior byhfawve are identified with Him. There is
not the slightest reason why anyone should havdupdicate Jesus' experience of dying
for sin unless that person rejects his identityhwithrist. What Jesus did on the cross
satisfies the statutory claims of the broken latvddes that, and more--our personal
identification with Him and His death. By faith thelieving sinner accepts that he is "in
Christ," accepts the divine judgment on his sing,dztually suffers it "in Christ." Justice
makes no further claims against him. This is why'th@es not come up for judgment.”
And everyone can have this advantage if they witept it!



Throughout the 6000 plus years of human history '§athpired servants have often
employed fear as their motivation tool for inducisginers to respond. The Old
Testament prophets frequently speak of God destgoyations and people. There is no
guestion that God sent the Flood to destroy sinnais the fires of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and destroyed the Egyptians at the Radi®ssing.

The question that is of concern to us is what dpp#iaGod use in that final "lighting of
the earth with glory"? A "voice" will sound from &een with unprecedented power,
"Come out of [Babylon], My people." The motivatianll be a uniquely clear revelation
of the cross, what the Son of God accomplishecetheard what it cost Him to save the
world.

Our unique 1888 message teaches just what the Baylg, that "God did not send His
Son into the world tacondemnthe world, but that the world through Him might be
saved" (John 3:17). Our evangelistic message iGhast has reversed "the result of one
[Adam's] misdeed [which] was condemnation for a#ople, so the result of one
righteous act [the cross] is acquittal and life &Y (Rom. 5:18, Revised English Bible).
God does not condemn the race of sinners. [2] Mesdlacquittal and life" to them. The
qguestion is, will the sinner appreciate His gifrghased at such infinite cost afet
God's love reconcile his soul to Himself (2 Cof.%:
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Note: Bible texts (unless noted otherwise) are fromNleg/ King James Version.
Endnotes:

[1] Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhis

[2] The lesson (Wed., Jan. 25) mischaracterizes liiblical teaching by stating "these
texts clearly debunk the notion that, after the sSyroall humanity is automatically
justified. ... Everyone stands condemned. ..." Tmd "bunk" means "nonsense,"
therefore it follows that "debunk" means to exptbeenonsense. Here is the rejection and
ridicule of the 1888 message. Writes Ellen Whitecan never forget the experience
which we had in Minneapolis, or the things whichrevéhen revealed to me in regard to
the spirit that controlled men, the words spokée, actions done in obedience to the
powers of evil. ... They were moved at the meebyganother spirit, anthey knew not
that God had sent these young men, Elders JonesMautjoner, to bear a special



message to them which they treated with ridiculd eontempt. ... | know that at that
time the Spirit of God was insultedTl{e Ellen G. White 1888 Materialg. 1043 [Ms.
24, 1892)).



