THE COUP D’ETAT ATTEMPT
A message from the Father’s heart is God’s trying to communicating something to us. Throughout His history, the 6000 years on earth, He has had a very difficult time communicating His message from His heart to ours.
Mount Sinai was a very dramatic call—a very powerful message, but within a matter of a couple of days it had lost its impact. And God didn’t come 100 years ago with earthquake, lightnings, fire.  He came with a still small voice. And when He comes that way many times we don’t perceive it. It doesn’t click. It doesn’t register. We’re looking for power, right? The Holy Spirit is supposed to come with power. And so often when He comes with a still small voice it doesn’t register. We can’t follow it. It doesn’t hold our attention. But a hundred years ago He came with a still small voice.

And what was it if you could boil it down in a nutshell, was He trying to say to us? Sometimes people say, Give me the 1888 message in a nutshell. Just give me the thirty second version. What’s Adventism like. Just give me the short version. Many times that’s hard to do.

But I think Ellen White crystallizes it very, very, well in 1889. She was giving a sermon in Rome, New York. And she said, “Many questions have come in to me asking me what do you think of the light that these men have been presenting [A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner]?” This was the question that many people were posing to her about six months after the Minneapolis Conference. And her response was, when she gelled it down to a little succinct sound bite. “This is what I have been trying to present to you for forty-five years, the matchless charms of Christ.” “I have had the question asked, what do you think of this light which these men [A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner] are presenting? Why, I have been presenting it to you for the last forty-five years,--the matchless charms of Christ. This is what I have been trying to present before your minds. Ms 5, 1889, p. 10. (Sermon delivered at Rome, N. Y., June 17, 1889.)  {1MR 142.1}
As she sat down and reflected upon what she had heard six months before and the time since then and she gelled it down in her mind. What was God trying to communicate to us? Christ was charming. He was someone that was attractive, appealing, captivating, pleasant, amiable. And two men came to present that picture to us.
And you say, come on, we are all Seventh-day Adventists. We all know that Christ is a good person. Truly there’s more to it than that. It’s more complicated than that. But at fundamental, bedrock level she summed it up in “the matchless charms of Christ.”

Why would that be so important? The reason that’s so important is because Christ reveals to us who God is. And ultimately when it is all said and done, the conflict between good and evil is not first and foremost about you and me. It’s first and foremost about God. The conflict was going on long before you and I arrived on the scene. And the issues that cause the great controversy to arise, the great controversy will never cease, they will never be resolved, until it is realized that they are not primarily issues about you and me. They are primarily about God. And that’s why a hundred years ago God came to give us a message about Himself. Who He is. What He is like. What His government is like. What His character is like. How He deals with us.
That’s why in Romans chapter 1 Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God unto salvation.” And then he goes on to define that power in terms of . . . because in it. Who does the gospel reveal? “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed.” Romans 1:17. God’s righteousness. God’s rightness. The fact that God is right. He has been right from the beginning. The gospel is to reveal to us the good news first and foremost about God.
1888 was to reveal to us the good news, first and foremost, about God. We tend many times to interpret the gospel in terms of its effect and influence upon myself and my future. That’s our frame of reference. How does this affect me? What is this going to do for me?

I’ll give you a few examples. The nature of Christ is not an issue of a theological technicality. One picture gives us a picture of a God who is withdrawn. A picture of a God who is standing back and saying, Listen, I’ve got to meet the qualifications of the law and I have to be a perfect sacrifice. I can’t humble myself to your level.

The other side of the equation says, Listen, I’m going to come down right to where you are to prove to you exactly what kind of God I am. I am going to humble myself to come right down to your level. That’s good news not just about my situation. That’s good news about who God is. If He’s the kind of person that steps down and humbles Himself to meet us where we are at.

Legal justification is not just important because it tells us when exactly we were justified, as vital as that is for us to understand. That’s good news because it tells us that God has dealt with everyone the same. He has included the whole human race in His sacrifice for us. That’s good news about God.

It’s easy to be saved and hard to be lost. That’s not good news just because I think, Now I can just sit back and I can just coast in a little easier than I thought. No, that’s good news because it is telling us about a God who is bending over backwards, exhausting the resources of heaven, pursuing us without end to give us every possible advantage to have us with Him for eternity. The good news is about Him!
In every presentation you hear there is tremendous good news for us. But ultimately anything that is good news for us is good news for us because it tells us something good about Him. That’s why in the gospel the rightness, the fact that God is right (Romans 1).
Ellen White said it this way in Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 68. “But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man.” Did it have that purpose? Yes. Was that the big picture? “It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth.” He came to this earth for that purpose, but it was not for this alone. “It was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe.” There was a vindication issue not just down here. It is a issue down here. But there was a vindication issue outside of this planet. “To this result of His great sacrifice—its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds.” The sacrifice has an influence beyond what’s happening here. It has a broader, deeper influence.  
It has an influence upon intelligences of other worlds “as well as upon man—the Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: ‘Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto Me.’ John 12:31, 32. “Men” is a supplied word. It really says, “He will draw all to Himself.” That includes you and I, but it’s broader and deeper than that. It includes this whole universe that we live in.
Let’s look at the origins of the conflict between good and evil. It’s sometimes hard for us in our minds to conceive of what Heaven was like, or even what reality was like, before sin had ever entered the picture. We are just so saturated with this mentality. It’s within our natures. It’s all around us. It’s hard, really, to conceive of what an environment free from self-service and looking out for number one is like. It’s almost hard to conceive of that.

But Heaven was, as it were, a perfect orchestra of millions upon millions of beings all playing in perfect harmony. Everyone had their instrument, as it were, and they always played right on tune at just the right moment. There was a perfect blending, a perfect melody, of love that underlied everything that occurred in the whole universe—perfect harmony. Everyone was courteous. Everyone thinking about how does my words and actions affect and bless another.
And behind all that perfect, harmonious symphony was a conductor that epitomized that whole melody. He was the one that originated the score, as it were. He wrote out all the pieces so that it all blended and meshed into a perfect score in perfect harmony.

But into this environment God’s highest being, the one who He had blessed the most, the one He had given everything to, put him in the perfect position. The one who was leading out in all of Heaven’s activities began to develop a new line of thought.

Now there’s nothing wrong with free-thinking. We are told that God has created all of His beings with power akin to their Creator. He has created them with individuality. Power to think and to do. God has given all of us individuality. Power to think and power to do. “Every human being, created in the image of God, is endowed with a power akin to that of the Creator—individuality, power to think and to do.” Education, p. 17. That’s an awesome blessing. We have the power to think and the power to act on those thoughts. What a blessing.
Lucifer had the power to think and to do. He began to develop a new line of thought.

Lucifer, as you are probably aware, means “light-bearer.” Also translated “day-star” or “morning star,” which are also names for Christ. In Revelation 22 Christ is called “the bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16). In 2 Peter He is called “the day star arise in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19).
So as Lucifer began to look around him and look at his compatriot, Michael, he began to wonder why is it that there seems to be a difference in attitude of God towards Michael? Why is that? In fact, why is it that God is in the top spot in the universe? When you are in a business you look at the boss and say, What qualifies him to be the top guy in the top spot? Does he have some special qualifications?

Perhaps God just rose to that top spot by natural processes. Evolution wasn’t a new thing hundreds of years ago with Charles Darwin. That originated in Lucifer’s mind. Maybe there’s nothing intrinsically different about God and me. I could fulfill that role. The universe runs on natural laws unto themselves. I could fulfill that role also.

And why does God keep playing favorites with Michael? There’s no justice in that. There’s no fairness in that. Ezekiel 28 talks about Lucifer beginning to be filled with violence. “By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence.” Ezekiel 28:16. And one translation puts that “began to be filled with wrong imaginings.” He began to see things in a skewed light. He imagined things to be the way they weren’t really.

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer.” Isaiah 14:12. How did the light-bearer, the day star, the morning star, the covering cherub, how did you fall? What was the process, or mechanism, or means by which this occurred?

“How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart.” Isaiah 14:12, 13. Now here’s the answer. How did it happen. “For” “because” you have said in your heart “I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God.” Isaiah 14:13. Lucifer isn’t thinking about an elevation of an item of furniture to some new location, right? When he talks about elevation above the stars, he’s talking about, I want to elevate my position and my idea about proper government and rulership in this universe above the other stars of God—the other angels. He’s not talking about astronomical bodies or structures. He’s saying, I need to be elevated above the rest of these individuals.
Ezekiel puts it “I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas [or the peoples].” Ezekiel 28:2. He began to realize that attention should not be focused outward to others, but inward to himself. He began to become confused in his mind about reality.
E. J. Waggoner in The Gospel in Isaiah says it this way, “God says, be ye therefore perfect even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. Lucifer said “I will be like the Most High.’” That would seem to follow, right? God says, Be ye therefore perfect even as your father in heaven is perfect.

Lucifer says, OK, that sounds reasonable. I will be like the most high.

“Wherein then was Lucifer wrong?—Simply in this, that he took the wrong way to be like God. He thought that by exalting himself he could be like God, whereas self-exaltation makes one most unlike Him. Whoever lifts himself up will not find God, for God calls on all to humble themselves to walk with Him.”

Now God doesn’t call upon all to humble themselves to walk with Him because He is saying, Listen, if you are going to walk with me let’s just start off from the beginning. I am the Creator and you need to humble yourself to walk with me.

No, to walk with me means to walk like God walks. To walk with the same attitude and method that God walks with. If you want to walk with God walk like him, walk with Him in the same manner that He walks.

But of course, there was a problem for Lucifer. There was somebody already occupying the focal point of the universe. And that required as it were a universal coup de tat—a removal of the one who was in that position.

Now if he had actually believed that the universe was upheld by God, he would have recognized that that was an impossibility. He would have recognized that by removing God from the picture things would have just disintegrated into chaos. But in thinking that it was actually a possibility to remove God from the picture and a created being to sit in that position, he manifested an understanding that God is not the one holding things together. This thing all operates on its own. It’s a naturalistic universe. And the key to controlling it is being in the middle so that everyone looks up to me.
In order to displace God he needed assistance. By himself this could not be accomplished. He recognized that. So Lucifer began leaving the presence of the Lord in the Most Holy Place and began to go out and share his concerns and his new line of thought with his fellow angelic beings.
Now if we think that Lucifer’s arguments were so childish, and so simple, and so obvious that anybody with an average I.Q. could easily discern the error of them, we make a great mistake. Sometimes we think it’s obvious. God is the Creator. We are supposed to worship Him. Jesus died for our sins. We go to Heaven. Don’t make it all complicated.

Lucifer’s arguments were very subtle we’re told—unobvious. They weren’t sitting on the surface as it were. In fact, so subtle that one in three, perhaps more, saw great value. They carried weight with the other angels. It was a convincing argument. And these were angels that had lived with God for who knows how long a period of time—perhaps eons. And when Lucifer said, I’ve got some concerns. They saw value in his argument. It carried weight with them.

They didn’t say, That’s so stupid. Where did you come up with that? No, it carried tremendous weight with them.

And part of what gave it weight was the fact that their primary connection with God was through Lucifer. He was the bearer of light. He is the one who took the light from the presence of God, truth from God and disseminated that to the angelic hosts. And from there out to the universe at large. They had a connection with him on a regular basis. They knew him. He had been their trusted friend. They had dialogue with him. They laughed with him. They had spent time together bonding.
And here was one right from God’s presence that was beginning to raise concerns. And after all, Lucifer was one of them. God wasn’t one of them. We are all angels. God’s not like us. So it would follow logically that Lucifer is the one looking out for our best interests because he is one of us. Americans look out for Americans. Russians look out for the Russians. Angels, you look out for the angels. God is not one of us.
And, in fact, he’s playing favorites. He’s picked out one of us and exalted him to some new position. Lucifer’s arguments were very subtle. Very unobvious. So unobvious that we are told the last link of sympathy was not broken until Calvary. The link of sympathy was not broken when they left heaven. It wasn’t broken when God created the world or man fell into sin. It wasn’t broken at the flood. It wasn’t broken at Sodom and Gomorrah. It wasn’t broken with the story of Job. The last link of sympathy wasn’t broken until Calvary. And even then, questions still remained. We are told that Satan’s existence must continue because even then angels in order to understand all the issues involved need more time. I’m convinced those issues won’t be resolved until the end of the millennium. Because ultimately God has to demonstrate everything that He says. He has to demonstrate everything that He says.
As you look at the persona that Lucifer began to take on, he was as it were a freedom fighter. He was the angelic patriot. He was the Patrick Henry. “Give me liberty or give me death.” I’ve lived under this rulership long enough. And my eyes were blinded, but now I am experiencing enlightenment. There’s a paradigm shift occurring in my thinking.

He was, as it were, the Martin Luther King, looking for the civil rights of his brothers and sisters.

God is trying to control us. God is trying to manipulate and coerce us. You think He loves you, but the only reason He does things that seems like He loves you is so He can control you. So you will worship and serve Him. If you stop doing those things, well, He has told me what He will do if we stop worshiping and serving Him. And I’d rather die in freedom than live in bondage.
This was the thought process that began to develop. And this was the thought process he began sharing with those around him. And if you didn’t take his side, you were, as it were, the Benedict Arnold of the group. Michael is not looking out for your interests. It is either one of two things. Either He is an angel like us, in which case God lied to us. If He is an angel like us, He’s a Benedict Arnold. And if He’s not an angel like us and He really is one of the Gods like God said, then, in fact, He wants to keep us under His thumb too.

Do you see how can become difficult to expose the error? Well, of course Michael is defending God. God stood up for Him in a public setting and said, Jesus is My man. And the angels would go and talk to Michael, right? And Michael would say, No, that is not true.

And they would say this to Lucifer. And he would say, Well, what did you expect Him to say?

And they would say, Well, yah, that’s true. He wouldn’t really say, Yes, I’m trying to keep you guys under my thumb.

No. Lucifer told them, This is what God is going to say. And this is what Michael is going to say when you ask Him if what I am saying is true. He’s going to deny it. I’ll guarantee it He is going to deny it.

Well, what other arguments was Lucifer presenting? Job 4.
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