HOW TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S LOVE
Let me tell you about my friend Jesus. Through Him you can know the love of God. Welcome to the “Knowing God’s Love” Bible conference. No matter what you are experiencing now in your life God loves you. He has some good news for you.

If you have had an argument with the supervisor, and things look irreconcilable, Jesus cares about you. If you are struggling financially and about to lose the car, Jesus is there for you. If you have been looking for a relationship and been unsuccessful, Jesus is your companion. If your health has taken a significant turn and you don’t know what the future holds, Jesus is your life.
We live in a hard and cruel world. I don’t need to remind you of all the hate that there is out there. There is terrorism on every hand. Although the bombers more recently in the headlines are in Iraq and the Middle East, America is no stranger to domestic terrorism. Not only has terrorism been imported to our shores at 9-11, we have also had our own home-grown terrorists who have inflicted hateful crimes upon the innocent such as Timothy McVeigh, Theodore Kazinski, and even self-proclaimed Christian activists who bomb clinics.
Have you experienced a home-invasion? Then you realize the insecurity that exists on every hand. Recently one of our friends had her car broken into while parked outside the church. They took her purse which contained the garage door opener. That night she and her children were filled with anxiety as to whether the thief might pay them a visit at home.
One of the more despicable forms of hate is to have your heart stolen by one you love, but they do not return the love. One either lives out their commitment in quiet desperation, or you are dumped by your heartthrob and left without an explanation why. The most painful experience is to go through a divorce breakup and custody battle over the children. Where is there any love in this old world? Is the universe just a dark void without any heart at its core?
If there is any goodness or love at all, it comes from God “for God is love.” 1 John 4:8. This is the Bible’s definition of who God is. The essence of God is love. His ontological being is love. God is not part wrath and part love. He is not part impatience and some love. He is not on-again, off-again; rather, He is consistent, continual love.

The Bible was written in the Greek language and the Greeks had several words in their vocabulary for our English word “love.” English is limited by the use of one word “love” to describe a host of scenarios which tends to degrade the significance of the word. To just say, “I love you,” seems rather trite in today’s environment. Advertisers claim that if we use their products our “love life” will dramatically improve. Hollywood starlets “fall” in and out of love as quickly as the words “I do” are pronounced. Romance novels degrade love to descriptive word pictures that stimulate the imagination. And we often say, “I just love my car!” “Don’t you love that dress.”
So when the Apostle John says, “God is love,” we Westerners have no particular sense as to what he means. Is God like my “ex” who said he loved me and then dumped me? Is God like my mortgage lender who says he “loves my business,” but when I miss a payment he forecloses on the house? Is God like my cat who loves meow, meow cat food? You can readily see that the word “love” is grossly overworked and overused.
But the ancient Greeks had a number of words for love from which they could draw upon to express a full-range of emotions. For example, there was phileo, from which we get Philadelphia, meaning “brotherly love.” A genuine friendship has a quality of love and loyalty which is invaluable. But the Bible writers could never bring themselves to say that “God is phileo.”
Another word which the Greek philosophers held as the highest expression of the love of the gods was eros. The play and counterplay of ancient mythology of the gods was based on the reality of human interactions. The wise men projected upon the gods the highest forms of social interaction which they observed in humanity and called it eros. But the Bible writers could never bring themselves to say that “God is eros.”

And so they selected a word which had not been invested with human philosophical connotations and filled it with heavenly meaning to describe the love of God. That word was agape. Let us observe some differences between our human love and God’s love in order to bring out the bold contrast of agape.
First, our human love (eros) is dependent upon the beauty or value of its object. Your significant other will ask you, “But why do you love me?” And you will respond, “Because you are so beautiful,” or, “You are so wealthy.” We are so needy and incomplete that we seek a complement to fulfill our lives. Our love seeks its reward in the beauty and value of its object.
But God’s love is free and sovereign. He needs no other in order to complete His essential being. Therefore, He loves beautiful people and ugly people, rich people and poor people, people of color and people who are all-washed out.

It is certainly an uncommon love that seeks out His enemies. “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” Romans 5:10. Jesus died to reconcile His enemies to Himself. Jesus died for Pilate, for the Roman soldiers, for Caiaphas and the Jewish leaders. Jesus died for the atheists of the world and the smut peddlers. But since all have sinned and are consequently enemies of God he died for you and for me too!
If there was no heaven to gain and no hell to shun, would you be motivated to love God? Is your love moved by the carrot-and-stick syndrome consisting of hope of reward and fear of punishment? or do you love God simply because He loved you first? 1 John 4:17. “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear; because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” 1 John 4:18. In God’s love there is no “Fear Factor.”
Second, we are taught to believe that we are so valuable that God saw something of worth in us and therefore He was moved to pay the price by committing His Son to die on the cross. In reality it is just the reverse of this. We are ungodly, “there is none righteousness, no not one” (Rom. 3:10); yet, God’s love buys us in order to make us like the golden wedge of Ophir. “I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.” Isaiah 13:12.
To whom was the price paid? Certainly God did not make a deal with the devil in order to redeem us. Neither did God pay the price for your soul to Himself. Rather, God paid the price of redemption to you: “For ye are bought with a price.” 1 Cor. 6:20.

When you go shopping and find the item that you want, you pay the price to the vendor. Then you expect immediate delivery of the item purchased. You want to take it home right now. Well, God has paid the price for your life with His Son’s death upon the cross. The redemption value is infinite because it cost the precious blood of God Himself. His life is an endless life; yet He died an eternal death. God did all of this for that which was utterly worthless because of His agape. Now since God has paid the price to you don’t you think that He expects immediate delivery of His purchased goods? Will you give what is due Him?
Let us suppose that you found a plain old worthless rock out in the field and you took it to your bosom as you would a pet rock. With all the love in your heart you nurtured that rock and held it in loving embrace. Miracle of miracles! that rock became a gold bar worth thousands. That is exactly what God’s love does for you and me. Agape does not see an object of value and then goes out to purchase it. Agape sees the worthless and buys it anyhow in order to make it something of immense value.

Doubtless you have known some example of human flotsam that has been transformed into a person of infinite worth. John Newton (1725-1807) was one. A godless seafarer who dealt in the African slave trade, he became a drunken wretch who fell victim to the people he tried to enslave. At length agape touched his heart. He gave up his vile business, was transformed into an honored messenger of glad tidings. Millions remember him for his hymn that discloses the “fine gold” that he became:

“Amazing grace! how sweet the sound

  That saved a wretch like me!

 I once was lost, but now am found;

  Was blind, but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
  And grace my fears relieved;

 How precious did that grace appear,

  The hour I first believed.”
Third, God’s love goes seeking after the lost since the sinner has no clue as to how to find his home. Popular books written with the title, “The God Chasers” portray the idea that we have to initiate the search for God. When we have demonstrated enough earnestness in finding God, then He will reach out the rest of the way and join hands with us. But, to the contrary, “there is none that seeketh after God.” Romans 3:11.
There is no parable in the Bible where the lost sheep must go looking for his shepherd. How ridiculous! The lost sheep is helpless and without immediate aid will soon perish. But there is a parable in the Bible which illustrates this principle: “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Luke 19:10.

God is the great Evangelist. He preaches the gospel of life in His Son to every sinner. His ever-seeking love comes looking for us. And when He finds us He lifts us up and carries us upon His shoulders back to safety. And He would have done all this for only one lost sheep.

But what about those texts which admonish us to seek the Lord? “Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near.” Isaiah 55:6. The idea here in “seek ye the Lord” is to pay attention to the Lord. When He comes for us, we are not to ignore His approach. Rather, we are to listen when He speaks to us. When God taps us on the shoulder we are not to ignore Him. He is trying to get our attention and we should listen and turn toward Him. Again we see that we do not in the least initiate our salvation. It is God’s gift to us. “We love Him, because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19.
Fourth, self-love climbs higher over others. God’s love dares to go to hell for the lost. In the workplace people are willing to sacrifice friends in order to gain positions of power that pay more money. And once status has been achieved, no one is willing to step down. I’ve never heard of a president after retirement seeking for a lesser office. No senior in college is willing to start over as a freshman.
Our human love is ever climbing higher and higher. But God’s love took seven definite steps downward. “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Philippians 2:5-8. This “mind” or character of Christ-like love is to be our “mind.”

First of all, Christ is God. It’s not robbery for Him to claim that prerogative. But the second step downward that He took was to make “Himself of no reputation.” Men will fight to the death to save face and reputation. Jesus did not fight to make good His reputation of being God.
Third, He “took upon Him the form of a servant.” His original “form” was that of God, but since the ones He came to save were at enmity with God, He could not come in that state for they could not bear to be in His presence. Therefore, He took another “form”—that of a menial servant. In taking the “form” of a servant He did not become something that He was not before in Heaven. As God, Jesus was the greatest servant to all. On earth Jesus was just the same. The only thing that changed was His “form.”

Fourth, He “was made in the likeness of men.” Jesus was made a man among men. Jesus was 100% God and 100% man. “Likeness” does not mean unlikeness. He was of the same nature as those for whom He came to redeem. He assumed that which needed redeeming. He was not made an actor who faked being human.
Fifth, “He humbled Himself.” Each one of these steps downward was an infinite humiliation for the Son of God. How would you like to become an ant in order to save the ants from destruction?

Sixth, He “became obedient unto death.” As soon as Jesus stepped into our skin, He subjected Himself to death and became mortal. Immortality became mortality.
But Jesus subjected Himself not just to any kind of death; rather, He died “even the death of the cross.” And the law of Moses said: “Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” Galatians 3:13, cp. Deut. 21:23. To be hung on a tree was to be cursed by the law.
In a court of law it must be a most blood-curdling moment to hear the judge sentence a convicted criminal to death by lethal injection—not accounted worthy of living amongst the society of human beings.

Likewise, when one was sentenced to hang upon a tree, the penalty carried with it “Not worthy to live amongst the society of the universe.” Goodbye to life forever. A one-way ticket to hell.

Now we can have a better appreciation for Jesus’ death as our substitute. “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21. He was made to be our sin. Sin carries with it death. Sin is annihilation. Sin earns its pay. “For the wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23. The gamble of sin pays out death.
When Jesus uttered that cry of hopeless despair upon the cross, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me” (Mark 15:34), He felt the utter abandonment of God because of sin. Jesus had ever maintained the oneness between Himself and the Father throughout His earthly ministry. The Father had upon several occasions spoken audibly to Him, “This is My Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:17; 17:5; Mark 9:7. But now, upon the cross, our sins utterly separated Him from His Father. “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2. Although “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself” (2 Cor. 5:19), the rules of the plan of salvation would not allow that the Father should display any manifestation of sympathy for the sin-bearer. This was the cruel dagger which pierced His heart. Jesus said, “Goodbye to life with His Father forever.” He did not see through the portals of the tomb.

And, yet, Jesus’ faith gained the victory over the hour of temptation on the cross. When Satan hurled at Him every basis for doubt, the faith of Jesus prevailed. “The world does not appreciate what you are doing for them,” Satan taunted. “The Roman world with Pilate as spokesman has judicially pronounced the death penalty upon you. The Jewish religious leaders have disavowed you; and, indeed, have played a key role in recommending the death penalty. Your own church has no appreciation for what you are doing. Your most intimate followers, the twelve disciples, whom you personally trained, have abandoned you in fear. And now your own Father in Heaven has no sympathy whatsoever for what you are going through. You are experiencing the wrath of God for sin. What more reason do you have for going through with this death upon the cross? Come down and proclaim yourself king! No one has any appreciation whatsoever for what you are going through.”
However, Jesus’ faith was victorious over the hour of trial. He died proclaiming His faith, “It is finished.” John 19:30. In the end, no one killed Jesus. The devil did not kill Him; neither did the Romans, nor the Jews. No human being was ultimately responsible for His death. No sinner on earth took the life of Jesus, not even you. There is no one who could take the endless, sinless life of the Son of God. Jesus made the matter plain when He said: “I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.” John 10:17, 18. Jesus had power over His own life. He voluntarily laid it down for the life of His sheep. John 10:15. He consigned His own soul to eternal death. O, be silent, and wonder! Here is the agape of God.
Jesus said, “I will sacrifice my life and never return. But that’s alright. I do it that my sheep may live.” Jesus died full of faith that His Father would gather many sinners into the fold of safety because He laid down His life for them. This brought Him great joy during the crisis of His life.
In a world of hatred and violence, hardness and uncaring, isn’t it so good to know God’s love? It is the cross of Christ which reveals the love of God more than anything else. God’s love goes light years beyond anything we know of love on this earth. We are not born with this God-like love, neither do we have the technology to manufacture it. God’s agape can only come from above. It is His gift to you. God’s love is His life. It has to come direct from His house to your house, from His heart to your heart, from Him individually to you individually.
You are not required to go out in a lifelong journey to search for it. You do not need to make a costly pilgrimage to Jerusalem or Mecca to find Him. “The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart; that is, the word of faith, which we preach; that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Romans 10:8, 9.

Jesus has given you His faith. We have seen that it was an all-conquering faith tested by the trial of the eons at the cross. This “word of faith” He has already placed in your mouth and heart. It is your choice to utter those words, “I believe in Jesus.”
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