FOOD FOR THE FAMISHED
What’s happened is the Israelite nation has so rebelled against God and apostatized that he was forced to withdraw his protection from them. The Syrian army has camped around the city of Samaria and besieged it. And the siege has been so terrible that it’s almost unmentionable. The people were reduced to cannibalism.

The king heard about the horrible state of affairs, of course, and his reaction was according to protocol for Israelite kings. The one to be blamed for this horrible disaster must be the Lord Himself working through His prophet Elisha. And so the king has sworn an oath that he is going to take Elisha’s head off. And he sends somebody to Elisha’s house. And Elisha sees him coming. And in 2 Kings 6:32 he says, “See ye how this son of a murderer hath sent to take away mine head?”

We read that Elisha said to the people and to the king, “Thus saith the Lord, To morrow about this time” (2 Kings 7:1), in the midst of this horrible famine there’s going to be plenty of food suddenly become available. “Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned” [probably his defense secretary, sneeringly answered] “Behold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing be?” This is utterly impossible. And Elisha said, You will see the fulfillment with your own eyes, but you’ll not even get a taste of the food.

Well, it so happened that there were four men who were lepers who were begging just to keep body and soul together. And they were so hungry. They knew that they were going to die. And they got a bright idea. Since we’re going to die anyway, why don’t we just fall away to the Syrians? Just abandon Samaria and go out and fall upon the mercy of these pagan people. Maybe they might possibly give us a bite of food to eat. It’s worth a chance. We’re going to die anyway. If they kill us, so what?

And so they went. And when they got to the camp of the Syrians, to their utter surprise there wasn’t a single soldier there. Everybody had gone and left their tents. They had left all their bedding, everything and their supplies of food.

And so the four lepers gorged themselves. And then they tried to hide some of it. And then, somehow, a little bit of the love of God got into their hearts. And they began to think about the people back in the city of Samaria.

And they said, “We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come upon us: now therefore come, that we may go and tell the king’s household. So they came and called unto the porter of the city.” 2 Kings 7:9, 10.

Those four lepers are we. That’s all we are. We have found something “most precious.” And fifty years ago some of us called unto the porter of the city. Tell him what we have found. And that’s why we have this 1888 message.

Now according to the Bible story the porter of the city and the king’s officers did not persecute those four lepers for telling them that they found all that food. They were cautious. They didn’t feel like they could believe them at first, but they did end up taking the food that was available. And they had the sale in the streets of Samaria. And the king’s lord that had made that dismal prediction was trampled by the people and never got to taste a bite.

We have tried to tell the porter of the city about this marvelous discovery of what, in fact, was the beginning of the very thing that we have been praying for as a denomination for generations, that is, the latter rain. It was sent to us in the Lord’s great mercy, but it’s been lost in the archives for many, many years.

We have been starved for the message the Lord wanted us to give to the world. In fact, the Lord commanded that the message should be given to the world. First of all, it was to be given to every Seventh-day Adventist Church. And what the Lord’s servant says was the Lord’s purpose was that every Seventh-day Adventist Church become a place that is so full of the good news of the gospel that people never again would say that Seventh-day Adventists are the people that preach “the law, the law,” but do not preach Christ.

It was God’s plan that the Seventh-day Adventist Church develop a world reputation. If you want to go and hear about the cross of Christ, if you want to discover how thrilling the love of God is—this agape love—go to a Seventh-day Adventist Church, there you’ll hear it. That was God’s plan.

It was God’s plan that every Seventh-day Adventist Church even these little churches. You know we have some of these churches even in northern California that are tiny little groups of people. It was God’s plan that even those little churches be places that would be a light in their community that would attract people. That would draw people like a magnet. Honest-hearted people out of the popular churches, out of Islam, out of Hinduism, out of whatever, even out of atheism, that would draw the honest-hearted ones to study this most precious message.

It doesn’t matter what we think or what we say. What does the word of God say? What does the Lord’s servant Ellen White have to say about this message? And we have appealed to the General Conference, please brethren, do one thing. Please let this most precious message go to the world church. And please, let the world church know what Ellen White had to say about it. That’s all.

And I don’t think there’s any need for committee action or any conference to make any move whatever. I believe that if simply the message can go out unhindered, undistorted, exactly, honestly as it was and Ellen White’s testimony is allowed to speak, God will work a miracle. And I believe it is possible for God’s work to be finished in this generation.

People sort of laugh at me when I tell them that I am a Seventh-day Adventist. And the word Adventist, do you know what it means? Most people don’t. They believe that an Adventist is someone who believes in the doctrine of the second coming of Christ. That is not an Adventist. Look it up in your dictionary and you’ll that an Adventist is somebody who believes in the second coming of Christ is imminent. And that’s called the blessed hope that our pioneers held and cherished. That they would live to see the Lord come in the clouds of heaven.

The Review published an article not too long ago about our young people and stated flatly that Adventist young people in our universities and colleges and academies have no idea if Christ will come in their lifetime. And here I am saying, I am a Seventh-day Adventist. I purpose to see the Lord Jesus come in the clouds of heaven.
Now the Seventh-day Adventist Church has a deep longing and is hungry for something. But not only the Seventh-day Adventist Church, we share a common emptiness of soul, a longing and a searching, with many sincere Christians in the evangelical Sunday-keeping churches.

Pastor Rick Warren is pastor of a church of 13,000 members, the Saddleback Church in Mission Viejo, California. He has written a book entitled The Purpose Driven Life that is being studied by 2,500 churches of a hundred different denominations. It has sold 2,300,000 copies. The New York Times says it’s second on the all time sales list.

And a number of our churches here in the Northern California Conference have decided that spiritually our church is, if not lukewarm, it’s dead. Let’s get anything that can give us some spiritual life. And they have also embraced The Purpose Driven Life.

Let me say. I believe that Pastor Rick Warren is a sincere Christian. I have no doubt about that. I believe that God has many sincere people among Roman Catholics priests and evangelical pastors, people who may be living up to more than we Seventh-day Adventists are living up to the light we have. I don’t intend to say one thing ever that is critical of these good people.

But he doesn’t know. Pastor Rick Warren doesn’t know. Charles Stanley doesn’t know. Max Lucado doesn’t know. And the whole lot of these people don’t know. They have no idea of the change of Christ’s high priestly ministry from the first apartment of the heavenly sanctuary to the second apartment. And that change in Christ’s high priestly ministry is the very foundation of this church world-wide. If we lose that we simply revert to being Seventh-day Baptists. And they too, are good people. But God has given a special message to Seventh-day Adventists.

And there is the Promise-keepers. They are a group of men who are very sincere. They want to be better husbands and better fathers. And so they go to Promise-keepers utterly unaware that the whole idea is based upon the old covenant.

The old covenant is our promises to God. The new covenant is God’s promise to us. And it makes all the difference in eternity which you believe. In fact, the two covenants was the subject that was initially most hotly contested at Minneapolis and in the years that followed.

In March 6, 1890, the Lord gave Ellen White a vision in which she was told explicitly that the Lord had given to Brother E. J. Waggoner the correct view of the two covenants. And Waggoner’s view is simple as sunlight. Beautiful! The people of Israel, themselves, formed the old covenant at Mount Sinai. It was never God’s plan that they formed that old covenant.

He came down there, and if you read the Hebrew carefully and you ought to look up some of the words in Hebrew and know what it really says, what the Lord proposed to the people of Israel at Mount Sinai was that they simply believe the promises He made to their father Abraham. That’s all the Lord wanted them to do. They didn’t have the faith of their father Abraham. They are the ones who formed the old covenant.

And Hebrews 9 tells you that even the sanctuary that we talk so much about that Moses built in the wilderness, even that sanctuary was an old covenant sanctuary. And the offering of rivers of animal blood could not wash away one little sin. The whole thing was utterly useless. And that’s what the Book of Hebrews is talking about. That there was nothing but utter failure so far as the old covenant and the sanctuary was concerned. It never made anybody perfect.

Eleven times in the Book of Hebrews Paul emphasizes the central basic theme of the book which is living a sinless life in sinful flesh. That’s the idea and it runs all the way through the book. We read how even Jesus was made perfect. “And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” Hebrews 5:9. “But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age.” Hebrew 5:14. The KJV translation “full age” is perfect in the Greek.

And then in Hebrews 6:1, “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection.” Let us leave the kindergarten things and let us go on to the goal God has for us, perfection of character.

“If therefore perfection [meaning, perfection of character in fallen, sinful flesh. If this. . .] were by the Levitical priesthood, . . . what further need was there that another priest?” (Hebrews 7:11); but it didn’t work.

“Wherefore he [Christ] is able also to save them to the uttermost [perfectly, that’s what the Greek says] that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. That is number six.

“The Son [is perfected], who is consecrated for evermore.” Hebrews 7:28. There is the seventh time.

And then again he laments that the Levitical service and the beautiful temple that Solomon built, the who thing was useless so far as making anybody perfect in character. “Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience.” Hebrews 9:9.

And then he goes on he says the same thing. “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.” Hebrews 10:1. That the annual Day of Atonement was useless in making anybody to be perfect in character.

And then all these wonderful saints of olden times that overcame by faith. They “received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.” Hebrews 11:39, 40.

And then his prayer, and may this prayer be answered “Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep.” Hebrews 13:20. Do you have a bad habit? Are you an alcoholic or a drug addict or a tobacco addict? Do you have some other terrible besetting sin? Pornography, maybe. Something that drags you down. And you think it’s just hopeless that I could ever overcome. Well, that same God who brought Jesus from the dead can save you from, not in, but save you from that sin “through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will.” Hebrews 13:21.

This basic theme of the Book of Hebrews of perfection—of Christian character perfection in fallen, sinful flesh.

This is often ridiculed. And if you dare to believe in the 1888 message and you ever dare to articulate the idea you can be pretty sure that somebody is going to laugh at you in Sabbath School class. And they’re going to ask you, Are you perfect? Ha! Ha! Show me somebody who is perfect? And you have to hang your head because you can’t do that.

Yes, people laugh at it and call it perfectionism. But it’s the very heart of the third angel’s message in verity.

Now the reason people are afraid of it that it produces perfectionism and fanaticism is they are afraid that some poor people who aren’t very well grounded here will round around boasting, Oh, I haven’t sinned in ten years and I’m just perfect. Ridiculous! Never are we to claim perfection. Never. Always, we are to realize that we’re totally lost of ourselves. We need the grace of God continuously.

What Pastor Rick Warren and the Saddleback Church down in southern California have got is not what we need. We need the genuine of which theirs is only an attempt to approximate the real blessing of the latter rain.

Now this 1888 message, and I don’t hesitate to say this, is the most important issue that faces the world-wide Seventh-day Adventist Church today. I know that’s a very strong statement to make. But this issue of a message that delivers from the slavery to sin is an even more important message. It is a thrilling message. It is intensely interesting. It especially grips the hearts of children, teenagers, and young people.

You may say, Well, Pastor Wieland, do you know what you’re talking about? I think I do. I think I do. I have seen young people turned on by this good news.

For example, just as a little, tiny little illustration of how the 1888 message ideas are diametrically opposed to what is commonly believed among our young people. And that is that it is easy to be saved and it is hard to be lost. And you’ll find that those who deny that are a large percentage of our young people.

The idea that prevails almost everywhere is: It’s the hardest thing in the world to get ready to go to heaven. It’s a uphill path all the way. It’s rough and rocky and just so difficult. And to go to hell is so easy you just drift into hell.

Well, the 1888 messengers, Jones and Waggoner, had a different idea. They taught, now please hear me out, and I pray, Lord help me to say this right. I don’t want to say anything that’s foolish or extreme. I want to be very temperant in what I say.

It is easy to be saved and it is hard to be lost and I’m not putting a period there. So please don’t run out the door and say this guy says it’s easy to be saved and hard to be lost. I didn’t say that. If you understand and believe how good is the good news of the gospel of Christ. Jones and Waggoner had that idea.

Furthermore, Jesus supports what they said. Jesus said in Matthew 11:28ff. Jesus had a comment about that. How many of you believe what Jesus said? Are you sure? Really sure? Where here’s what He said. I believe we ought to memorize Scripture, don’t you? “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you a hard time. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me and so forth. My yoke is hard and my burden is heavy.” How did I do?

That’s precisely how many of our young people understand it. And Jesus actually used the word “hard” as He spoke to Saul of Tarsus on his way to Damascus to root out the Christian church. And he said to Saul, If you go on the way you are going, fighting against the Holy Spirit of God, you are going to wear out your nervous system. You are going to get high blood pressure or heart failure or something. Saul of Tarsus, you are going to kill yourself if you go on fighting against the Holy Spirit. It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

Well what Jesus said is alright. And you’ve all said what Jesus said is correct. But the problem is Ellen White has the reputation of saying something that is quite the opposite. And this is surprising to many people. What Ellen White actually said is surprising to many people. You know, most young people think the most boring book you could pick up to read is The Testimonies for the Church nine volumes. And reading Ellen White is just not what they think is a fun time. And they think Ellen White is just giving you a hard time and making you feel miserable and guilty. And she makes it hard to be saved.

Well, in her little book Thoughts on the Mount of Blessings, p. 139, she says, “do not therefore conclude that the upward path is the hard and the downward road the easy way. All along the road that leads to death there are pains and penalties, there are sorrows and disappointments, there are warnings not to go on. God’s love has made it hard for the heedless and headstrong to destroy themselves.”

So God’s plan for every church is that it should be a place where this good news is made clear in Sabbath school classes. Whether you’re teaching the kindergarten or junior kids, teens, or youth or grey-haired people, give them the gospel. Give them the true good news. Don’t be afraid of teaching them the truth that Christ accomplished on his cross will encourage disobedience to God’s law. It is exactly the opposite. Outward obedience that is based on fear of punishment or hope of reward is not the genuine thing.

The genuine thing is like, (2 Corinthians 5:14), what Paul said in chapter five some people think he was crazy. He has gone on these long missionary safaris. He has beaten. He has actually been stoned. He has been put into prison. He has been in cold and nakedness and weariness. He has had a very hard life. And you might say that Paul should retire. Come to the age of sixty-two. Settle down and get a little villa near the Mediterrean and grow some roses. Relax and enjoy his life. He has done his duty.

Paul says, I can’t do it. You may think I’m crazy, he says in verse 13. But in fourteen he explains why he can’t do it. The agape of Christ constrains us. And people misunderstand and they think “constrain” means to “restrain.” No! It means to push forward. Paul could never stop. He just couldn’t stop. Because that agape continually motivated him. He says, “We thus judge if one died for all, then were all dead.” If one hadn’t died for us all, all of us would be dead. “If one died for all, that means all of us died in Him.” Either way your life doesn’t belong to you. Your next breath doesn’t belong to you.

Verse 15 says, “And that he died for all, that they which live [that they who live will henceforth find it impossible to go on living for self, but now they are constrained to live unto him who died for them and rose again] should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.”
The boys and girls in the kindergarten can understand that. The teenagers can understand it. The popular churches have many honest-hearted people there who can understand what agape is. It’s a different kind of life. It’s a kind of love that went to hell to find us. There was not even a trace of or one per cent of concern in the heart of Jesus as He hung on that cross.

Psalm 22 is the prayer that Jesus prayed as He hung on the cross. And you’ll see there he had no concern for Himself. Oh, yes, He died victorious. The Moslems are wrong that He died a failure. That’s totally wrong. He died totally victorious. But it wasn’t because He was going to be resurrected and go to heaven. He was going to go down to hell forever, but you and I were going to live forever. That’s what made Him happy.

And when we understand even a little something of what that agape is and what it cost the Son of God to save us, then, thank God, we’re going to grow up out of this childishness, this egocentricity that Paul calls “the elements of this world that have enslaved us.” This constant thinking about self. Am I going to get to heaven? Will I pass the test of the investigative judgment?

Oh, I’ve had people say to me, if I can just squeek in past the pearly gates and get inside the city I’ll be glad to sleep inside the on the grass. I don’t care about having a mansion like the Apostle Paul. If I can just get inside.

Shame on us. That’s not our goal. Our goal is to honor our Saviour who died for us. And forget about our own reward.

Welcome, to being hungry and thirsty all your life. Welcome, to being never being satisfied. Welcome to feeling constantly motivated by this concern to study, to understand, and to share. I think it’s the only possible way to have a happy life.

Loving Father, thank you Father, that you have permitted us to see just a tiniest little glimmer of what the grace of God is all about. Forgive us for our childishness. And Father, fulfill the promise you’ve made to Abraham. You said to him that he would be a blessing everywhere he went. Make us to be a blessing everywhere we go that we can help some children, some teenagers who are bewildered and confused. I’m not saying, Lord, please be sure we get to heaven and we get a crown. No, I’m not praying that prayer, Father. But I do pray that you give each of us the joy of leading somebody to Jesus. In His name, Amen.
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