THE FAITH OF JESUS

One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof. The father stood on the ground below with outstretched arms, calling to his son, “Jump! I’ll catch you.” He knew the boy had to jump to save his life. All the boy could see, however, was flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be imagined, he was afraid to leave the roof. His father kept yelling: “Jump! I will catch you.” But the boy protested, “Daddy, I can’t see you.” The father replied, “But I can see you and that’s all that matters.”
Does God have faith? Well, he doesn’t need faith. After all he is God and knows everything. Faith is for those who are in the darkness and need to walk by the little light that they have along the way in order to get to their destination. God can see the destination even before the route begins.
But we are the ones who need faith. We say that we have to work up this trust in God to such a degree that when he sees that we are truly earnest about the whole thing, when he sees that we really are praying in earnest; when we are coming around church some; when we are trying to be good to our neighbors; then he will make a connection with us. But the trouble is when do I know when I have got enough faith to make the relationship with God a sound and last friendship. Because my faith seems so weak. I think about my faith so much and I become doubting and wonder whether I am saved or not. I compare myself to others who seem to be such good Christians and their faith seems to be so strong. Why isn’t my faith like theirs? If I had their faith I would know for sure that I had a relationship with Jesus.
What is faith? Where does it come from? Is it something that I must do? Good questions. Only the Scriptures can rightly define faith and answer our questions.

In the apostle Paul we read of faith: “Even the righteousness of God, through faith of Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.” Romans 3:22. NKJV says “by faith in Jesus.”

Speaking of how we are justified Paul says: “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” Galatians 2:16. Here we read of “the faith of Jesus Christ.” It is the faith of Jesus that justifies. Jesus forgives our sins and cleanses us from sin’s pollution by His faith.
We read further and learn that this is all based upon God’s promise: “But the Scriptures have confined all unto sin that the promise by the faith of Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.” Galatians 3:22. God’s promise is given to believers by means of “the faith of Jesus Christ.”
In another place Paul expresses his desire when the Lord comes to be found “not having mine own righteousness which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” Philippians 3:9. Here again we have “the faith of Christ.” It is identified as God’s righteousness—that is walking in God’s right pathway. Jesus walked by faith.

Still further, it is said of the saints, “Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Revelation 14:12. “God is faithful.” 1 Corinthians 1:9. Christ is faithful, for “he abideth faithful.” 2 Tim. 2:13.

We read, “according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” Romans 12:4. God deals to every one a measure of faith. He imparts to us his own faithfulness. This he does by giving us himself. So that we do not have to get righteousness which we ourselves manufacture; but to make the matter doubly sure, the Lord imparts to us in himself the faith by which we appropriate his righteousness. Thus the faith of Christ must bring the righteousness of God, because the possession of that faith is the possession of the Lord himself. This faith is dealt to every person, even as Christ gave himself to every one.

Do you ask what then can prevent everyone from being saved? The answer is, Nothing, except the fact that all people will not keep the faith. If all would keep all that God gives them, all would be saved.

He is “the Author and Finisher of faith.” Hebrews 12:2. God has “dealt to every man the measure of faith” (Rom.12:3), in giving Christ to every individual person. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17), and Christ is the Word. All things are of God. It is He who gives repentance and forgiveness of sins. 

In the light of these Bible verses, there is no opportunity for any one to plead that his faith is weak. He may not have accepted and made use of the gift, but there is no such thing as “weak faith.” A individual may be “weak in faith,” that is, may be afraid to depend on faith, but faith itself is as strong as the Word of God. There is no faith but the faith of Christ; everything else professing to be faith is a spurious article.

Here is comfort. Whoever will accept the faith of Jesus, has that which is as sure to work righteousness in him, and to save him, as the victory of Christ over sin and death is assured. He gives to us His own tried and approved faith. It has not a flaw, and we need not fear to use it: it will not fail us in any contest. “By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8.

We are saved by nothing less than God’s unchangeable Word, and by Christ’s own personal confidence in that Word. We are not exhorted to try to do as well as He did, or to try to exercise as much faith as He had, but simply to take His faith, and let it work by love, and purify the heart.

But the general idea is Jesus doesn’t have faith because Jesus is God. Asking a friend about this he said, “Oh, that’s easy. Jesus didn’t have faith. Jesus is God!” There is this idea that God can’t have faith. We read something interesting in the apostle Paul’s writings about God’s faith. “For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?” Romans 3:3. How can it be that God has faith?
We understand that God sees the end from the beginning. And if faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, from the perspective of the one who has the faith, then it seems the definition precludes faith on the part of God. But when we understand what faith is we discover not only Jesus has faith, but God the Father Himself has a faith that works by love.

Jesus is a picture of the faith of God. He said, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” And so, if Jesus had faith, and we have text upon text at least ten references to the faith of Jesus, then His faith must in some sense be a picture of the faith of God. And there is nothing difficult about seeing the faith of Jesus if we can understand that Jesus truly became a man.
Sometimes we debate whether Jesus is God or Jesus is man. Or how much proportion? Is He fifty-fifty, or thirty-seventy? And when we debate whether Jesus is God or not we miss the issue. There’s no question that Jesus is God. But the issue is not whether Jesus is God, the issue is how did Jesus live while he was on earth. Did He live as a man or did He live as God?

Over and over the spirit of prophecy assures us that Jesus came where we are. He had to walk, as it were, a mile in our moccasins. He had to be touched with the feelings of our infirmities to understand what we go through in order to be a faithful high priest. But more than that, not only did it equip him to be a high priest, but Jesus had to become one like us in order that we could believe in Him.

The servant of the Lord wrote: “The humanity [not the divinity] The humanity of the Son of God is everything to us. It is the golden chain that binds our souls to Christ, and through Christ to God. This is to be our study. Christ was a real man; He gave proof of His humility in becoming a man.”

“When Jesus took human nature, and became in fashion as a man, He possessed all the human organism. His necessities were the necessities of a man.”

Again: “We do not half appreciate the grandeur of the plan of salvation. He who was one with the Father stepped down from the glorious throne in heaven, laid aside his royal robe and crown, and clothed his divinity with humanity, thus bringing himself to the level of man’s feeble faculties.”

Yes, He is God. He was God and He will always be God. But when He came to earth He divested Himself of the powers and prerogatives of God to meet life as we must meet it and to understand our trials and our temptations.
If Jesus didn’t come to where we are, if He didn’t endure what we endure, how could we really have faith and confidence in Him? When I want to understand calculus, I don’t go to a chemistry teacher. And when I want to understand physics, I don’t go to a chemistry teacher. When I want to understand chemistry, I don’t go to a biology teacher.

When I need help enduring the battle in fallen human flesh, I need a Saviour who took the same flesh and fought the same battles and understand where I am coming from.
“He was subject to the frailties of humanity . . . He emptied himself of his high prerogatives, left his mansions of glory, his throne and high command, and became poor, that we through his poverty might be made rich.”

Jesus was poor. The Scripture says, “The foxes have holes and the birds have nests and the Son of man has not where to lay his head.” Matthew 8:20. But His poverty was more than monetary. It speaking of his giving up the prerogatives of God.
There’s no one who can explain the mystery of the incarnation of Christ, yet we know that he came to this earth and lived as a man among men. “The man Christ Jesus was not the Lord God Almighty, and yet, Christ and the Father are one.”
 He came to live as a man among men.

A favorite song among many is “Master the Tempest Is Raging.” The billows are tossing high. Ellen White quoted that song. “When Jesus was awakened to meet the storm, He was in perfect peace. There was no trace of fear in word or look, for no fear was in His heart. But He rested not in the possession of almighty power. It was not as the ‘Master of earth and sea and sky’ that He reposed in quiet. That power He had laid down, and He says, ‘I can of Mine own self do nothing.’ John 5:30. He trusted in the Father’s might. It was in faith—faith in God’s love and care—that Jesus rested, and the power of that word which stilled the storm was the power of God.”

“The language of Christ on many occasions shows that he was placed in the same position that we are. He had to walk by faith, as we walk by faith.”

“But I don’t want to walk by faith.” We want to see the future. We don’t like walking in the dark. But it’s the only way to please God.

The Bible is clear. Jesus lived by faith as we must live by faith. “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Romans 14:23. But Jesus is the One who knew no sin. So then everything that Jesus did had to be through faith.

In, “And He who sent Me is with Me, the Father hath not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.” John 8:29. “But without faith it is impossible to please God.” Hebrews 11:6. So Jesus must have lived by faith.

“For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” Romans 4:13.
Galatians 3:16, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” The promise is to Jesus Christ. The promise is to Abraham and to his seed. The Seed is Christ. But Paul says the promise “that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” Romans 4:13. Jesus was righteous by faith.
But what is faith? There we are back to the problem we started with. How can God have faith? What is the definition of the faith which Jesus had? Usually when the question is asked, What is faith? Immediately an answer comes back, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 12:1.

Generally when I hear that response I know that the class doesn’t know what that means. You see it’s a cop out to quote the definition when we don’t understand the context and what it means.

I could quote the definition for a loud speaker. Here is the technical definition: An electro acoustic transducer which radiates power into the air. Now do you know what a loud speaker is? You can quote the definition without understanding the meaning. And the question is, What is faith?

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for.” But “hoped for” by whom? Faith is evidence. My mental disposition, my attitude of heart is evidence! Have you ever seen that evidence? The Bible says faith is evidence, but evidence to whom? God can read the heart. He can see the faith. It is evidence to God.

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for.” It’s the substance that God hopes for. In Luke 18:8 the question is asked, “When the Son of man cometh shall he find” what He is hoping for? And so “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Yes, from God’s perspective, but what is faith for us?
The Author and Finisher of faith will tell us what faith is. “And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, he marveled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” Matthew 8:5-9.
What was this man’s “great faith”? The centurion showed his faith by the contrast which he made between himself and Christ. He recognized Jesus as Lord, seeing in him the power that created heaven and earth. He himself was but a man, and a man “under authority,” that is, he was but a servant, subject to the orders of others; yet he had servants also under him, and he could speak to them, and a single word was sufficient for the accomplishment of what he wished done. How much more, then, could Jesus, who came from above and was therefore “above all” (John 3:31), speak the word only, and accomplish what he pleased.

His humility, “Lord, I’m not worthy.” His humility gave evidence of faith. “Lord, I’m not worthy that you should come under my roof, but speak the word only. Faith is depending on the word of God and the Word of God alone.

A. T. Jones put it this way, “Faith is expecting the word of God to do what it says and the depending on that word to do what it says.”
 Again, “When Abraham and Sarah had cleared themselves of all unbelief which had produced Ishmael and had stood upon faith alone depending on the word of God alone Isaac the true child of promise was born.”

So Jesus depended on the word. When Satan came to Him in the wilderness of temptation and tempted Him, Jesus said again and again, “It is written, It is written, It is written.” He depended on the Word of God. It was Christ who said, “Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy Word is truth.” John 17:17. And so, to meet temptation, we must like Jesus, depend upon the word and the word only.

And in this we see the faith of God. For you see when Christ was upon the cross dying, the Father had to separate Himself from the Son. He could no longer sustain Him by His grace. Christ had to sense unmitigated justice. And yet, the Father was depending on Jesus. And “all the promises of God are in Him; yea, and Amen!” 1 Cor. 1:20.
And while depending upon Jesus, the Father had to withdraw His support from Jesus and allow Him to endure His wrath against sin when the Father was depending on Jesus. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. . . And the Word of God became flesh.” And God Himself depended on the Word and the Word only at the cross. There we see the faith of God which was reflected in the faith of Jesus for Jesus depended on God’s Word. When all of His feelings told Him that God had broken His Word.

Do you remember what Jesus said in John 16:31? His disciples assured Him that they believed and Jesus said, “Do ye now believe? Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.” Jesus expected His disciples to abandon Him. He expected them to leave Him alone, but He didn’t expect His Father to leave Him. And when He cried, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?” He felt what sinners will feel when the mercy of God no longer pleads on their behalf.
Though He felt He was dying—dying forever, Jesus clung to the Word of God. “I have loved thee with an everlasting love.” Jeremiah 31:3. He clung to the Word of God. “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” Psalm 23:4. And the faith of Jesus was victorious.

And God has faith in his word that it will accomplish whereunto he sent it. He believes that his gospel will accomplish his purpose in you. The faith of God is in you. He believes you will be changed for His gift of the forgiveness of sins and the power of the gospel to change your life.

In many places the servant of the Lord equates the faith of Jesus with the gospel. And so the message of the faith is Jesus is the message we have to give to the world.

In October, 1755, John and Charles Wesley sailed from London as missionaries to America. There was on board the same vessel a company of Moravians with their pastor. Under the influence of the Wesleys, the ship at once became a bethel church and a seminary, afloat on the Atlantic. Every hour had its appointed work of devotional exercises, reading, teaching the children, etc.; but the great extent of the voyage was the illustration of genuine religion which the little band of Moravian passengers gave during a perilous storm.

John Wesley had observed, with deep interest, their humble piety and the absence of pride, anger, and revenge among them, and now in the terrific storm which occasioned a great outcry and alarm among the English, they quietly continued the service of song in which they were engaged, as though nothing unusual had occurred. “Were you not afraid?” he asked of one of them. “I thank God, No,” was the reply. “But were not your women and children afraid?” “No, our women and children are not afraid to die.” Wesley felt that he had not so learned Christ, and he retired to lay the lesson to heart.

On arriving in America he thought to consult one of the Moravian pastors respecting the best plan of ministerial labor.

“My brother,” said the Moravian, “I must first ask you one or two questions. Have you the witness within yourself? Does the Spirit of God bear witness with your spirit that you are a child of God?” 
Wesley was surprised, and knew not what to answer. Observing his embarrassment, the Moravian continued: “Do you know Jesus Christ?” “I know that he is the Saviour of the world,” replied Wesley.

“True,” rejoined the other, “but do you know that he has saved you.”

“I hope he has died to save me.”

“Do you know for yourself?”

‘I do,” responded Wesley, but he writes, “I fear they were mere words.”

As John approached his native land he wrote in his diary as follows: “I went to America to convert the Indians, but O! who shall convert me? Who is he who will deliver me from this evil heart of unbelief. I have a fair summer religion, and can talk well; but let death look me in the face and my spirit is troubled.” As he again placed his foot upon English soil, he related with profound contrition the record of his inward struggles. “I left my native country,” says he, to teach the Georgian Indians the nature of Christianity; but what have I learned myself, meantime? Why, what I least of all suspected, that I who went to America to convert others was never myself converted to God. I speak the words of truth and soberness, if haply, some of those who still dream may awake, and see that as I am so are they. “Are they read in philosophy,” he continues, in “language, ancient and modern tongues? Are they versed in the science of divinity? So also am I. Are they plenteous in alms? Have they given their labor as well as their substance? Are they willing to suffer for their brethren? Behold I have thrown aside my friends, reputation, ease, country; I have taken my life in my hands, wandered in strange lands, given my body to be devoured by the deep, parched with the heat, and overcome by toil and weariness. But does all this, be it more or less, make me acceptable to God? If the word of God is true, all these things when ennobled by faith in Christ are holy, just and good, but without it they are but dross.”
Our Father which art in heaven, we thank you for these few moments to take a glimpse at the faith of Jesus. We are so thankful that His faith healed and bridged the gulf. And you have given that same faith to us. By your grace may we be among those who keep the commandments of God because we keep the faith of Jesus Christ. Amen.”
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