CHRIST’S FAITHFULNESS IN SABBATH-KEEPING

“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; who was faithful to him that appointed him.” Hebrews 3:1, 2.
The one thing for us all to do all the time is to consider Christ Jesus. In him all perfections meet; in him we find faithfulness on every point; and if you want to be faithful, and want to hold out faithful, just consider Christ Jesus who was faithful, and draw from him faithfulness. We often hear Christians saying, “Pray for me that I may be faithful.” Well, that is not the way to get faithfulness. The brethren can pray for you that you may hold out faithful; but unless you consider Christ Jesus who was faithful, you never can be faithful. We are to draw from him faithfulness, as we are to draw righteousness and every other virtue.

Consider his faithfulness in connection with the Sabbath of the Lord, and its keeping, if we would be faithful in the keeping of it. The Sabbath means Christ, and Christ means the Sabbath. Christ is the Creator of all things and He is the Saviour of the world. The cross is His creative power. He is our Sabbath rest from the burden of sin. The Sabbath is the sign of perfection of salvation in Jesus.
Consider his faithfulness in keeping the Sabbath under persecution and at the risk of his life, and in giving up his life even, rather than to give up the Sabbath of the Lord. Because it was for not keeping the Sabbath to suit the Pharisees and the scribes and the doctors of the law, that he was persecuted first; and when he persisted in his way of keeping the Sabbath, in spite of their persecution, then they went about to kill him. And when he would not give it up, then they did kill him. But God raised him from the dead, and took him to a world where he can keep the Sabbath without being annoyed, and without disturbing anybody else.

We have Seventh-day Adventists who take employment on the Sabbath because they worship mammon more than God. They reason that God will excuse them from worship because their livelihood and paying the bills is more important. We have some of the brightest lights among us who go out over the Sabbath because they think it is part of the old covenant which was done away with when Jesus died on the cross. They cannot see that the Sabbath will play any role whatsoever in the final crisis which is to come upon the world just before Jesus returns. Should we allow the example of such men influence us? Consider Jesus!
When Jesus came, he did not come in exactly the way that suited the Pharisees and the doctors of the law; nevertheless they were not certain but that he might develop into what they wanted. So they studied his course for a considerable time, without making any opposition against him publicly. In fact, for about eighteen months of his public ministry, they were studying him, and looking to see what would develop. Of course as he did not come according to their ideas, they would have nothing to do with him if he did not develop into what would conform to their ideas. But he made no great demonstration of putting himself forward or calling attention to himself; he simply went on quietly teaching and healing the people, doing good everywhere that he went. They could not very well find fault with that, and it would be all right if in the end it would develop into what they expected.

But when a year and a half had gone by, his fame had spread through the land, and had attracted the attention of the Pharisees, the scribes, and the doctors of the law, as well as the common people. By this time he had attracted their active, selfish attention; they saw that he did not develop into what they expected. They saw that he was gaining an influence with their people in a way that was not playing into their hands; and that as he went on longer, the people were drawn more to him. They hoped that if he did not develop into what they wanted this would be evidence that he could not possibly be the Messiah, and therefore his work could come to nothing.
But there appeared in his words something that held the attention of the people. And they were glad to hear him over again when they heard him once; for his words were mildly spoken, and with a simplicity that everybody could understand. He did not speak in the learned utterances of the doctors of the law and the scribes, but always used language that the people could understand. They did not have to used dictionary to find out what the words meant. His word was in simplicity and power, and it clung to the people and remained with them, and had a tendency always to draw them more and more to him. The Pharisees and scribes began to see that they would have to do something if they were to save their own position with the people.

So at the end of the first year and a half, near his second Passover, he was in a house teaching. A great multitude had gathered, and some men came bearing a man sick of the palsy. They could not get through the door for the press of the people, so they went up on the housetop, and took up the tiling and let the man down at Jesus’ feet, and Jesus said, “Thy sins be forgiven thee.”

“And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them.” Luke 5:17.

As Jesus said to the man sick of the palsy, “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” these Pharisees began to reason and murmur in their hearts, “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” And instead of following the logic of their own proposition,—that nobody could forgive sins but God alone, and here was one who was forgiving sins, and therefore he was God with them,—they took the other course, and said, “This man is forgiving sins, and therefore he is a blasphemer.”

So Jesus announced: “That ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house. And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.” Luke 5:24, 25.
Although Jesus had given them the proof upon their own proposition, that he was God with them, they did not accept it, but went on with their reasonings about his being a blasphemer.

This verse shows plainly that Christ had by this time attracted the interested attention of this class of folks all over the land, from Jerusalem as well as elsewhere.

At the time of the second Passover we are gold that “Jesus went up to Jerusalem.” He went to the pool of Bethesda where many infirm people gathered to watch the waters move so they could jump in first and be healed. “And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the Sabbath. The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the Sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place.” John 5:5-14.
And of course they then knew who it was who had told him to do this “unlawful” thing—to take up his bed and walk. “And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the Sabbath day.” John 5:18.
We know that persecution is coming on the people who keep the Sabbath. Then don’t we need to consider the faithfulness of Jesus right now in Sabbath-keeping? We need his faithfulness in keeping the Sabbath to hold us faithful in the keeping of it. Jesus was persecuted for keeping the Sabbath. Then whoever else is persecuted for that is in good company, isn’t he?
Jesus being Lord of the Sabbath, and the Sabbath being the sign of what he is to mankind, and he being the living expression of the Sabbath in his life, it was impossible for him to do anything on the Sabbath that was not Sabbath-keeping, because the very doing of it was the expression of the meaning of the Sabbath in itself.

But his Sabbath-keeping did not suit the Sabbath ideas of the Pharisees and the doctors of the law and the scribes, and they called it Sabbath-breaking. So he was counted a Sabbath-breaker when he was a Sabbath-keeper. 
Christ’s ideas of the Sabbath are God’s ideas of the Sabbath. The Pharisee’s ideas of the Sabbath and Sabbath-keeping, being directly the opposite of the Lord Jesus’ ideas, were wrong; so the controversy in that day between Christ and the Pharisees was simply whether God’s ideas of the Sabbath should prevail, or man’s ideas of it should prevail. There was no dispute then about what day was the Sabbath, but what the true Sabbath idea was. For Jesus the Sabbath was a day to release the captives of sin in ministry and service. For the Pharisees the Sabbath was a lifeless formality.
Now today it is the same controversy but with it there is a dispute as to what day the Sabbath is; whether God’s idea of the Sabbath shall prevail or man’s. God says the seventh day is the Sabbath; the religious teachers say the first day is the Sabbath; so it is still the same controversy between Christ and the Pharisees of this day that was between Christ and the Pharisees of that day. And the whole question is simply whether God’s ideas of the Sabbath shall prevail in the world, or whether man’s ideas of it shall prevail.
But Jesus answered them, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the Sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.” John 5:17, 18.
The very first steps that the Pharisees and the doctors of the law ever took against Jesus Christ to do him harm, were taken because he had not kept the Sabbath to suit them.
Shortly after this we read: “And it came to pass, that he went through the corn fields on the Sabbath day; and his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the Sabbath day that which is not lawful? And he said unto them, . . . The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath: therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.” Mark 2:23-28.
The record goes right on:—

“And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand. And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the Sabbath day; that they might accuse him.” Mark 3:1, 2.
They were already persecuting him for keeping the Sabbath,—for breaking the Sabbath as they would have it,—and they were ready to kill him. Now the next time they have an occasion, they are watching him to see whether he will yield to the persecution, whether he will yield to their demands, and compromise the Sabbath, or compromise himself, in order to please them. They are watching him now to see whether their attempts to get him to compromise with them and yield to their ideas are succeeding; and so they watch him to see what he is going to do, so that they may accuse him if he does as he has formerly been doing. And if he does not compromise and yield to their ideas of the Sabbath, they will accuse him.

And Jesus knew they were watching him, and what they were thinking about. And that they might have the fullest evidence possible, he called to the man who had the withered hand, and said to him, “Stand forth.” Mark 3:3. That directed everybody’s attention to him, and the man standing there waiting. Then he asked the Pharisees and those who were accusing him, “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill?” Mark 3:4.

Well, they could not say it was lawful to do good, because then they would sanction his healing this man on the Sabbath. “Is it lawful to save life, or to kill?” They did not dare to say it was lawful to kill, and they did not dare to say it was lawful to save life. For he told them to their faces, and they knew it was so, that if one of them had a sheep that fell into a ditch on the Sabbath day, they would pull it out to save its life. Therefore, “They held their peace,” and if they had held their peace more often they would have done a lot better.

“And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out; and his hand was restored whole as the other. And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him.” Mark 3:5, 6.
The Pharisees took counsel with the Herodians! That was a a denomination of their sectarian enemies, and at the extreme opposite pole from Pharisaism. The Pharisees were the godly of the nation in their own estimation. They held themselves to be the righteous ones of the nation, the ones who stood the closest to God, and therefore they stood farthest from Herod and Rome. They despised Herod; they hated Rome. The Herodians were the political supporters of Herod; consequently the friends of Rome and Roman power. Therefore as denominations, the Pharisees and the Herodians were just as far apart as they could be.

Now Herod was the stranger that sat on the throne of Judah when the prophecy was fulfilled which Jacob had spoken: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” Genesis 49:10. Herod, an Idumean, a heathen, was sitting on the throne of Judah, and was lawgiver to Judah by direct appointment of Rome and the Roman Senate; and they all knew that the time was come when the Messiah should appear. For when the wise men came to Jerusalem, and said, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews,” Herod was troubled and all Jerusalem with him. Why?—Because they did not want a rival and they knew he would shake things up.

Therefore was Herod troubled, and all the rest with him; and they called the scribes and inquired where Christ should be born, and they said, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda; for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.” Matthew 2:5, 6.
Herod was that stranger, and the Pharisees hated him and his family, because he was the one from the Gentiles, from the heathen, that was ruling over the house of God. They hated Rome, because it was Roman power that held up Herod.

Now these Herodians were the political sect,—and religious, too, for that matter,—but more political than religious; and they were the partisans of Herod and his household, to sustain him, and set him in the most favorable light all the time; and also as a consequence they had to be friendly to Rome, because Roman power sustained Herod.

Now when the Pharisees saw that Christ was not going to yield to their ideas of Sabbath-keeping, in order to carry out their purpose to kill him, joined themselves, not only to their sectarian enemies, but to these particular religios-political sectarian enemies, so that they could get hold upon Herod, and at last upon Pilate. So they entered politics.

Persecution is coming upon those who will keep the Sabbath of the Lord and reject the religious teacher’s idea of the Sabbath-Sunday.
The Pharisees were at one extreme in the nation; the Herodians at the other. The Pharisees were the ones who, in their own estimation, and largely in the eyes of the people, stood closest to God, and therefore the farthest from a heathen who was ruler over the house of God. The Herodians were a sect that took their name—Herodians—from Herod, because they were the partisans of Herod, of his household, and his dynasty that was making itself firmly fixed in the rule of Judea,—and of his household, they were necessarily partisans of Rome, were courting Rome’s favor, and treating with it, to bring it more firmly upon the people, because Roman power held up Herod; and if they would be friendly to Herod’s power, and hold him up, they had to be friendly through that to Rome, to hold up Herod.

At the end of the day, Herod and Pilate were made friends over this very thing; and that the priests and the scribes and the Pharisees took Christ to Pilate, and Pilate sent him to Herod for Herod to judge him. Then they took him again to Pilate, and they afterward under threats drove Pilate to judge him also. Now you can see the far-reaching purpose which the Pharisees had in this counseling with the Herodians. It was to get Herod’s power and Rome’s both in their hands, to carry out their determined purpose to kill Jesus because he would not yield to their ideas of the Sabbath, and give up God’s ideas of the Sabbath.

The Pharisees despised this political power; and were professedly separated from it. They despised Herod and hated Rome, but they hated Jesus more than they hated their rival denominations. And in order to carry out their purpose against Jesus—which was really against the Sabbath—they joined themselves to their extremest sectarian enemies, in order to get political power to carry out their wishes; because they could not carry out their wishes without political power.

Haven’t we seen the same thing? Haven’t we seen a people professedly separated from political power, and confessedly separated from it?—Protestantism, pledged to a total separation from political power, and having nothing whatever to do with it?—haven’t we seen a professed Protestantism, out of a hatred to the Sabbath of the Lord, joined with politicians and with Rome herself, the chiefest political power on earth, and religio-political also? Haven’t we seen them do that, in order to crush out of existence God’s idea of the Sabbath, and set up man’s? Then don’t we need to consider Christ Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, in his faithfulness to Sabbath-keeping? Then let us see that we consider his faithfulness, and draw from him that faithfulness that will keep us as faithful to God’s ideas of the Sabbath.
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