WHERE THE FIRE FALLS

There are two names no self-respecting, child-loving mother would ever name her baby. If you are a boy your mother would never name you Judas and if you are a girl your mother would never name you Jezebel. Jezebel was a bad, bad woman!

Jezebel was raised in the home of the high priest master of the Satanic cult Baal. The high master, Ethbaal, incorporated the name of his god into his daughter’s name. She grew up with family worship of the lord of rain, sun, sex and fertility. The female counterpart of Baal was the fertility goddess Ashtoreth. They worshiped the elements of creation rather than the Creator. As such it was blatant pantheism. For them the gods were the forces of sun and sex and was subject to human manipulation through degrading religious rites both heterosexual and homosexual which were practiced in their sacred places.

That was the home life of little Jezebel. And when her high priest daddy killed his brother and became king of Zidon, that made her a young princess of Zidon. Being beautiful she became the heart throb of a young next-door neighbor king in Israel named Ahab, who should have known better than to have fun in the sun with the princess of the sex goddess. But he had to have her and so he married her.

It’s obvious that Ahab contracted this marriage for political reasons. There was a party within the church of Israel who wanted good relations with the Baal worshipers (the church next door); and it would certainly do well not have to worry about an enemy on the northern frontier.

This really consummated a relationship that had existed since the time of King Jeroboam. The rigid old belief system of the historic Israelites must give way to more open prospects of embracing larger numbers as a result of incorporating Baalism into Yahwehism. After all, the beliefs were quite similar. Yahwehism was worship of the Creator and Baal was lord of sun, sex and rain. All this rigidity over holding to precise formulations of the doctrines was unnecessary. Inclusiveness, commonalities were the things that would unite the church together. Emphasis must be placed on what all could agree upon rather than pushing forward distinctive truths.

Clearly the lines of theology between Yahwehism and Baalism were blurred during the Jezebel revolution. It was in the true spirit of ecumenism. So this movement was driven by Ahab’s passion for Jezebel, social-political concerns, and religious rapprochement.

Ahab gave his bride a wedding gift. “He contracted a marriage with Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of Sidon, and went and worshiped Baal; he prostrated himself before him and erected an altar to him in the temple of Baal which he built in Samaria. He also set up a sacred pole.” 1 Kings 16:31, 32, N. E. B. This asherah pole was the goddess Ashtoreth and fertility rites associated with her worship. Such was the nature of the worship that was assimilated into Samaria, church headquarters, for the Sabbath-keeping denomination of the northern kingdom of Israel.

When King Jereboam had introduced calf worship at the time of the split in the church from the southern kingdom headed by Reheboam, son of Solomon, it was considered an expediency. Jereboam told his people it was too difficult for them to travel down to the temple in Jerusalem for worship on special occasions, so he set up two alternate places of worship in the northern kingdom—one at Dan and the other in Samaria. It was a small compromise. But it placed in motion a track of theology and thinking about God that over the course of time incrementally changed the faith of Israel so that they were ready some centuries later to embrace Baal worship and consider it the worship of Yahweh. “The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and which, therefore, are not quick to discern the difference between truth and error.”

It is quite easy in hindsight to look back upon their mistake. It is as plain as light from darkness that the end course of their ways was a radical divergence from the worship of the true God. What started out as seeming to parallel the track of truth with but minor divergence, ended centuries later at a completely different destination.

We believe that God has called this people, denominated Seventh-day Adventists, to play a major role in calling Christians back to the truth about God as revealed in the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus in the setting of the judgment hour. This is to prepare a people to meet their God. Would it not stand to reason that Satan would seek to cause God’s people to repeat the course of ancient Israel in an endeavor to frustrate God’s purpose? There would be some minor divergences from revealed truth in our history as a people which would end in major changes resulting in the delay of God’s purposes.

On the principle that sacred history repeats itself, in some cases multiple times, God sent Elijah to Ahab. God sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for the Lamb of God during an age of religious darkness and apostasy. Likewise, God raised up Seventh-day Adventists to proclaim the three angel’s message from 1844 onward. Some came out of the churches as a result of God’s voice seeking to cleanse the temple. But over the course of 185 years the churches have fallen into a deeper state of apostasy and it is obvious that such a long delay in the Lord’s return is an indictment upon this movement for its failure of unbelief in following her Divine Leader.

The book of God’s everlasting covenant had clearly set forth the consequences of unbelief. “But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee.” Deut. 28:15. Neither Elijah nor do we understand this statement through the lens of old covenant thinking. That thinking would conclude that our obedience would insure the ongoing blessings of God, but our failure to obey would bring on the curses. This is much like all the heathen religions of the world.

Rather all of God’s commands are new covenant blessings. God’s commandments are His covenant. He promises to give His life and righteousness in the covenant. “For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” 2 Cor. 1:20. A heartfelt “Amen” in Christ who fulfills God’s Word is genuine faith. Our belief creates nothing, it appropriates the gift of God. 

The first liberty is the freedom of choice which God has insured for everyone He has created. “Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” God judges no one even when his choice is unbelief and against God. His Word stands fast, forever.

We read of the consequence of unbelief: “And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron. The Lord shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed.” Deut. 28:23, 24. And so Elijah got this idea from God’s covenant blessings and curses. As a last resort in order to awaken the lukewarm Laodicean church of his day to its apostasy, he made a startling announcement before church leadership.

To a leadership that attributed the control of rain and sun to the lord Baal, this was a fearless confrontation to awaken Ahab to the reality of the truth about the Creator God. “As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.” 1 Kings 17:1. Elijah proclaimed the covenant curse which was God’s word. Elijah did not come on his own authority. He came on the authority of God’s word. The spirit of prophecy in him was moved to proclaim God’s covenant. The Spirit of God did not condemn or judge. The purpose was to bring conviction to every heart from king to pauper. Israel’s abandonment of God in their national and personal life resulted in the loss of all the common blessings of life as well as personal salvation. The curse of death was inevitable. Without a heart-turning there could be no hope for the future of the people. Only the presence of God bearing the sin and curse of the people upon Himself could bring a reversal of such dire circumstances. The announcement of Elijah was meant to awaken Israel’s consciousness of their great need that they might turn in repentance to their only source of life.

Elijah bore no earthly credentials. He was a nobody from the little backwater town of Tishbeh. It may have been located somewhere in the tribe of Gad beyond Jordan in the land of Gilead, but its whereabouts has been completely lost track of. He vanished as quickly as he had appeared in the king’s presence. But what Elijah lacked as far as earthly certification was concerned he more than made up for by his holy boldness and certainty based on the Word of God. At his word the heavens would become as brass and likewise there would be no blessing of the Spirit of God upon the church in fullest measure.

Oh, Israel would limp along with its hybrid religion of Yahweh and Baal. God being love would continue to woo and draw His people to Himself. God in His great mercy, graciousness and longsuffering would give protection and some good things. But He could not bestow the greatest outpouring of His Spirit upon unbelieving, old covenant hearts that were hardened against Him.

As Israel experienced increasing dire circumstances after three years of drought, Elijah was more than cared for first by ravens and the brook Cherith. Then later he was cared for by the widow’s faith in sharing her bread. Elijah performed miracles by the Spirit of God and raised the dead. He was given aid and comfort by the silent party in the church who were reluctant to take a public stand for fear of reprisal. Elijah enjoyed the baptism of the Spirit amidst spartan circumstances. It was widely recognized even in the king’s court that “the spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not.” 1 Kings 18:12. Elijah stood in sharp contrast to those who believed they had the spirit of the gods.

Meanwhile the majority in the church felt that they were experiencing in scattered quarters the outpouring of God’s Spirit. There was much devotion, worship and celebrating of lord Baal who by now was confused with Yahweh. There was a lot of excitement and large numbers were attracted to this form of worship. It catered to a worldly class.

In Ahab’s search for the fountains of water (1 Kings 18:5), a covert sympathizer, Obadiah, a chief adviser in the king’s court, came upon Elijah and arranged an interview with the king. Upon seeing Elijah Ahab made his long-anticipated accusation: “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” 1 Kings 18:17. You have disturbed the peace of the congregation by raising unfounded questions regarding our church history. You have created disunity among the people. The lord is displeased and caused the rain to cease because of your insubordination to church authority.

We must not understand Elijah’s reply to be impertinent or defiant, but rather respectful of the king’s position in Israel. “I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim.” 1 Kings 18:18. Elijah’s reply in effect was, “Sir, you have forgotten the lessons of the history this church. Leadership has been tracking away from Yahweh for generations and the attitudes of the father’s have been passed down from one generation to the next. ‘We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.’
 I respectfully disagree that I have disturbed the peace of the community. On the contrary, you and your fathers are responsible for that, by abandoning God’s covenant and bringing in foreign gods for Israel to worship. This has brought the covenant curse, consequent drought, and lack of spiritual power upon the congregation.”
Ahab was so far immersed in Baal theology that he only had vague notions of what Elijah was talking about. He had been feeding from the poisonous troughs of old covenant religion, the man-made religion of salvation by works, of self-created gods, of ideologies that catered to the triumph of the human spirit which led to the gratification of human desires of the flesh. He hadn’t the foggiest idea what God’s covenant promises in the seed of David were about. His religion of pantheism—god is in everything and everyone—was very pleasing to self. What Elijah was talking about would lay the glory of man in the dust. Because he was proclaiming what God alone could do through His covenant of promise. God’s commandments believed and cherished was “the power of God unto salvation for all who believe.” Rom. 1:16.

There must be a manifest demonstration of the Spirit in order to awaken the spiritually dead as to the stark contrast between the two religions for Israel saw no distinction. They were lukewarm having no eye-salve of discernment. Ahab could not take a pass on what Elijah proposed to test the spirit of the gods for he felt the showdown was tipped in his favor. Surely in a test of sacrifice and fire Baal was the god of both. Elijah would come out embarrassed and could be quickly dispatched.

Canaanite Baal worshiping families regularly sacrificed their firstborn to the gods. Archaeologists have found teenagers, male and female, sawn in half and buried under the doorstep of domiciles for good luck to appease the gods and bring favor. More of these naked figurine goddesses of fertility have been found in the holy land than anywhere else. And Baal was the god of sun and fire. Ahab was up for the challenge!

What do you do to awaken a people who have been lulled into believing that they have the truth and are self-satisfied? They have heard it so often it bores them. They have married the pagan with the true and it no longer resembles the authentic faith of Yahweh. Elijah set the choices forth in all their stark reality. You can’t have it both ways. It’s either one or the other. “How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.” 1 Kings 18:21. How long will you go on limping between two opinions? But even this evoked no response. Had the evangelist failed? Did they not understand? Had the prophet not made it clear? The problem was they saw no clear distinction between Yahwehism and Baalism. Therefore, they all sat as one and said nothing.

There is something to be learned in this strategy of confrontation. Teaching our history as a people through the 1888 era is absolutely essential. The servant of the Lord has told us that had Christ come in person He would have been unrecognized and would have been treated in a similar manner as did the Jews. “All the universe of heaven witnessed the disgraceful treatment of Jesus Christ, represented by the Holy Spirit. Had Christ been before them, they would have treated Him in a manner similar to that in which the Jews treated Christ.”
 The Holy Spirit was insulted by the treatment given to His messengers. “I know that at that time the Spirit of God was insulted.”
 There was great sin here that stands on the record books of heaven. Jesus Himself in appealing to the Laodiceans bids them to repent.
 How may one repent unless he understands the nature of his sin. Only then can he appreciate how much the Lord has forgiven him by virtue of His cross.

But the attitudes of generations of Adventists has been inoculated against Minneapolis to the fourth, fifth and sixth generation. And every time it is mentioned it raises red flags of prejudice against the message. Elijah did it and we must do it. Teach our history. Bring out the truth. Ellen White herself taught the true history. But even though the servant of the Lord exposed it doesn’t mean leaders today will give it a hearing.

But the most glorious prospect for the church is this promise: “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.” Rev. 18:1. Another angel takes us back to Revelation 14 who do a wonderful work. Some Seventh-day Adventist churches have the three angels as their logo. And those three angels have been at work since 1831 when William Miller gave his first Bible study on the prophecies 185 years ago. The three angels have been at work 185 years and they could carry on another 185 years. At the rate we are going we are going backward and not forward. In spite of all our satellite evangelism, TV programs, there are 100 million new people added to the world population every year. We don’t have anything to crow about.

Those three angels need the help that comes from the angel in Revelation 18 when a fourth angel comes. In fact, the three angels could go on for another 500 years preaching, teaching, evangelizing, and the work of God would not be finished until the fourth angel comes. John said that angel had great power and the earth was lightened with His glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice repeating the second angels’ message, but adding to it, Ellen White says in her book Early Writings. She saw in vision the coming of this fourth angel in great power. His message appeared to be an addition to that of the three angels.

We know that that fourth angel began his work at the Minneapolis General Conference session in 1888.
 And the fourth angel could not begin his work of lightening the earth with his glory unless at the same time the latter rain began to fall. The latter rain is what prepares God’s people to give the loud cry to the world.

Who is this fourth angel?
 It is a mighty angel who comes from heaven. It is a symbol of a mighty message that comes from heaven. The word “angel” means a messenger. The three angels’ messages are given by angels who are messengers themselves.

In her Salamanca vision in November, 1890, Ellen White identifies the fourth angel as the Elijah message.

What people will pay attention to is what works. Does it bring results? What are the fruits? So Elijah proposed a miraculous sign which finally provoked a response from the people. “And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.” 1 Kings 18:24. Which ever god answers prayer by fire is the true God.

The people witnessed the failure of Baal to produce fire. Then Elijah bid all the people to come near. “And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down.” 1 Kings 17:30. The time had come for God’s covenant to be set forth to His people. The altar, a reminder of the cross of Christ, had fallen into disuse. They had forgotten His covenant. The cross-less, Christ-less religion of Baal had overrun the land. Parents had turned against their children sacrificing them to idols.

Elijah prayed on behalf of the people acting as their mediator. Moses had done similarly on behalf of the children of Israel in the time of God’s anger against them for their great sin. Elijah prayed, “Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.” 1 Kings 18:37. This was a sincere repentance on behalf of the people’s transgression for following after other gods and the horrific crimes attendant with it. Only God could turn their heart back again to Himself. It was the goodness of God which led to repentance.

In order to lead them into this change of heart, Elijah reminded them of their covenant history. He said: “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.” 1 Kings 18:36. By invoking the names of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel they were reminded of God’s covenant promise with the patriarchs. These men believed God’s Word saying, “Amen.” It was accounted unto them for righteousness.

God confirmed His covenant to Abraham with an oath. God cut a covenant with Abraham by passing through the parts of the victims sacrificed. God was represented by “and a burning lamp” (Gen. 15:17), which totally consumed the severed victims.
 Our God is a consuming fire that devours sin. By this Abraham understood that the victims representing his Substitute and Surety for sin took the punishment in Abraham’s stead.

And now Elijah had led the congregation in an experience of conversion and repentance for sin. They had been convicted of sin in following after false idols and their sin had been transferred to the victim on the altar.

And to demonstrate beyond all shadow of a doubt as to God’s mercy, grace and long-suffering salvation, Elijah had everything flooded with twelve barrels of water carried up the mountain from the spring below. Had God judged the people and hunted them down for their sin the fire should have fallen upon them and consumed them. Instead the fire from heaven targeted the altar and the victim bearing sin, consuming everything including the water. Logic would have dictated that the people, dry as tinder, should be consumed by the fire. But the water-soaked altar and victim were consumed.

There was a genuine revival and reformation on Mt. Carmel. The commandments of God were proclaimed. The hearts of the congregation were convicted of sin. The faith of Jesus was manifested in their midst. They believed upon Him who was their Sin-bearer. As a congregation they were led as one to offer a sacrifice in obedience to God’s ordinance. Thus they responded as did Abraham with a heart-felt appreciation of the sacrifice of the Son of God, and as it were said, “Amen” to God’s promise of the everlasting covenant.

It was following this experience when all the people came into one accord through conversion, repentance for their history of unbelief, confession of sin, belief expressed in the Substitute of Calvary, that Elijah prayed seven times for rain. Then the three-and-a-half year drought was broken. And not only that, but an outpouring of the Holy Spirit came bringing revival and reformation.

History has an uncanny way of repeating itself. I would not be presumptuous in suggesting that this is the exact manner in which the latter rain will be repeated. Will a prophetic voice bring a message before church leadership announcing “at my word there shall be neither dew nor rain”? Should the Elijah messengers have to be cared for by Divine providence, God manifesting His miracles in their midst? May Elijah return or messengers in the spirit and power of Elijah appear before recognized authority calling for a Mt. Carmel showdown? Will the Elijah message lead to a clear choice in bringing the congregation to repent of their history and yield to a heart-felt appreciation for sins forgiven by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross? Should there be intercessory prayer on behalf of God’s people for our sin against the person of Jesus and insulting His Spirit? Should they come into one accord by the Holy Spirit, would there be such a revival and reformation that the drought would be broken and the latter rain be poured out in abundant measure?

What might have been will become a reality soon, for the prophetic promise is, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he shall turn the heart. . . .” Mal. 4:5, 6. If the incredible, impossible, unthinkable turning occurred in Elijah’s day with a people as intractable as their head Ahab, surely God’s Spirit will do it today in our midst!
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� “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.” Revelation 3:19.


� Ellen White describes the coming of this fourth angel, “I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven, descending to the earth, and again ascending to heaven, preparing for the fulfillment of some important event. Then I saw another mighty angel commissioned to descend to the earth, to unite his voice with the third angel, and give power and force to his message. Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as he descended, the earth was lightened with his glory. The light which attended this angel penetrated everywhere, as he cried mightily, with a strong voice, ‘Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.’ The message of the fall of Babylon, as given by the second angel, is repeated, with the additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering the churches since 1844. The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of the third angel's message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus prepared to stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light resting upon them, and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third angel’s message as it swells to a loud cry. . . .


“Angels were sent to aid the mighty angel from heaven, and I heard voices which seemed to sound everywhere, ‘Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.’ This message seemed to be an addition to the third message, joining it as the midnight cry joined the second angel’s message in 1844.” Early Writings, p. 277.


All of this is yet future. And yet all of this actually began at the Minneapolis meeting in 1888.


“When the people of God are prepared to stand in the power of temptation which they are soon to meet. I saw great light resting upon them and they united to proclaim fearlessly the third angel’s message.” She heard voices which seemed to sound everywhere.


Page 278: “The light that was shed upon the waiting ones penetrated everywhere. In those in the churches who had any light [the Sunday-keeping churches to do have some light] who had not heard and rejected the three messages of Revelation 14, they obeyed the call and they left the fallen churches and joined those who were looking for their Lord in keeping all his commandments.”


This the glorious work is described in these words page 278: “Servants of God endowed with power from on high with their faces lighted up shining with holy consecration went forth to proclaim the message from heaven. Souls that were scattered all through the religious bodies answered the call and the precious ones were hurried out of the doomed churches as Lot was hurried out of Sodom.”


And then Ellen White tells us that people who had been held back by relatives nothing stopped them they just stepped out and they took their part with God’s people.


In The Great Controversy, p. 612 Ellen White describes this wonderful loud cry: “The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Holy Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented already. The seed has been sown. Now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted their influence yet many whose minds were impressed have been prevented from fully comprehending the truths or from yielding obedience.” That is just what is happening today. There are many people who have begun to be convicted but they are hindered from making a full consecration.


“Now the rays of light penetrate everywhere. The truth is seen in its clearness. And the honest children of God severed the bands which have held them. Family connections, church relations, are powerless to save them now. Truth is more precious than all the sides. Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord’s side.”


� “The time of test is just upon us, for the in the revelation of the righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory shall fill the whole earth.” Ellen G. White, “The Perils and Privileges of the Last Days,” Review and Herald (Nov. 22, 1892), par. 7. Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, p. 1073; Selected Messages, book 1, p. 363.


� “‘Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.’ Mal. 4:5. The three angels’ messages are to be combined, giving their threefold light to the world. In the Revelation, John says, ‘I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.’... This represents the giving of the last and threefold message of warning to the world.


“Revelation 18 points to the time when, as the result of rejecting the threefold warning of Revelation 14:6-12, the church will have fully reached the condition foretold by the second angel, and the people of God still in Babylon will be called upon to separate from her communion. This message is the last that will ever be given to the world; and it will accomplish its work.” Ellen G. White, Maranatha, p. 173. Quoted from “Witnessing for Christ,” Ms. 22, March 8, 1900.


� “The first, second, and third angel’s messages are the messages to be given to the world. We hear not literally the voice of the three angels, but these angels in Revelation represent a people who will be upon the earth and give these messages. . . .


“John saw ‘Another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the whole earth was lightened with his glory.’ Rev. 19:1. That work is the voice of the people of God proclaiming a message of warning to the world. . . .


“Let us look at the case of Elijah. He meets his mortal enemy, the king, the despotic ruler, an apostate from true religion. The king accuses Elijah, “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” 1 Kings 18:17. Does Elijah excuse himself? Does he resort to flattery? Does he betray sacred trusts because Israel has perverted her faith and disowned her allegiance to her God? Does he prophesy smooth things to please and pacify the king and secure his favor? No, no! Will he evade the issue? Will he conceal from the king the true cause of the judgments of God that are falling upon the whole land of Israel? No, no! Elijah is a man who proclaims the truth, just such truth as the occasion demands. He carries a weight, a great burden and sorrow for apostate Israel. . . .


“There is danger. I sound the signal trumpet of warning. . . . I know that a work must be done for the people or many will not receive the light of the angel which is sent from heaven to fill the whole earth with his glory. . . .


“Do not think that when the latter rain comes you will be a vessel unto honor to receive the showers of blessing—even the glory of God—when you have been lifting up your souls unto vanity, speaking perverse things, secretly cherishing the roots of bitterness you brought to Minneapolis, which you have carefully cultivated and watered ever since. . . .


“There has been a departure from God, and there has not as yet been zealous work in repenting and coming back to the first love. Infidelity has had a large place among us. It is the fashion to depart from Christ, to forsake the Lord and accept skepticism. ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.’ Luke 19:14. Baal will be the purpose, the faith, the religion of a sorrowful number among us, because they choose their own way instead of God’s way. The true religion, the only religion of the Bible—believing in the forgiveness of sins, the righteousness of Christ, and the blood of the Lamb—has been not only slighted and spoken against, ridiculed, and criticised, but suspicions and jealousies have been created, leading into fanaticism and atheism.” E. G. White, “The Vision at Salamanca” (Ms. 40, 1890). Monday, Nov. 3, 1890, Salamanca, N. Y., Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, pp. 926-946.
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