THE MIDNIGHT CRY
No bride in her right mind would send out wedding invitations for a midnight wedding, but Julia did. It was set for a mid-summer’s night dream on the fourth of July at midnight. The guests would have to be really motivated in order to go to a wedding at that time of night.
But this was no ordinary wedding. It was held on a 40-acre ranch in Taos, New Mexico. A white tent was pitched. The invitation read: “Think linen, try seersucker, don sweet summer hats. Free yourself from black. Look fabulous staying cool.” Some fifty guests were flown in to witness the event.
There’s a midnight wedding in the Bible. We call it the parable of the ten virgins. The invitation reads: “And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” Matt. 25:6.

The fervor and anticipation of Jesus’ coming was fever-pitch in the advent movement of the 1840’s. People everywhere from all walks of life had witnessed the great Lisbon earthquake, the falling stars, and the darkening of the sun at noonday. The end of the world was upon them. And the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation were converging indicating that Jesus was coming in 1843 to 1844.
As 1843 passed and there was no coming of Jesus, the excitement somewhat abated as the critics had predicted. The Millerites will fizzle out! The world is not going to end. There will be a glorious establishment of the kingdom of God on earth. Things are going to get better and better.

During the dog days of summer,—August, 1844,—Joseph Bates was preaching to the advent believers at a campmeeting in Exeter, New Hampshire. People were finding it hard to keep their minds concentrated on what was being said. Then into camp rode Samuel Snow with Bible in hand. His sister persuaded the organizers of the camp to allow him to speak. He had fresh bread from heaven to speak to the hungry.
He said that all had been proper and true regarding the 2300-year prophecy in Daniel 8. William Miller, Josiah Litch, Joseph Bates and others had encouraged the people to look for Jesus to come during the approximate time of 1843-1844. But in studying his Bible it had come to his attention that the cleansing of the sanctuary was associated with the solemn Fall ceremony in the Jewish calendar known as the Day of Atonement. This was an annual day of Judgment for the people of Israel.

Therefore since the Day of Atonement was not in the springtime, at which time many had thought Jesus would come, but rather was in the Fall,—according to the best Jewish timekeepers,—that ceremony would be observed on October 22, 1844. Jesus was coming on the tenth day of the seventh month of the Jewish’ calendar. Jesus had sent the message, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him.”
Since the movement was languishing for some good news, this re-energized the people and it became known as “The Midnight Cry.” Some had already dropped away. This corresponded to the parable of the three invitations to the great supper in Luke 14:16-24, given by our Lord, answering to, and in agreement with, the three angels’ messages in Rev. 14:6-12. “Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: and sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. And they all with one consent began to make excuse.” The first angel’s message had already been given. The first was given with energy and power, and produced great excitement upon the public mind therefore it is said to be given with “a loud voice.” And some fell away at the initial disappointment of not seeing Jesus come in 1843.

And now answering to the second angel’s message, “Babylon, is fallen, is fallen” (Rev. 14:8), in connection with a cry at midnight, having already been given in the streets and lanes of the city, that is in the midst of the professed organized churches, where God’s people were to be found. “Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.” Luke 14:21. So the midnight cry was associated with the second angel’s message to bring it power and force.
But the third and last invitation in the parable reads: “The lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” Luke 14:23. The third and last invitation answering to the third angel’s message, is to be proclaimed in the highways and hedges. Before the third invitation closes, the loud cry of the third angel’s message will gather God’s people from every section of the wide-spread harvest field, that His house may be filled.
 Of the third message it is said, “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice.” The third message will yet arrest public attention, be proclaimed with great energy and power, and produce great excitement, equal at least to that produced by the first message. But we solemnly believe that the work of the third angel will be far greater than the first.
As the guests of the wedding the early believers were motivated to be prepared for Jesus’ second coming. Many left their crops un-harvested in the fields. Others closed their shops. Some sold their properties in order to finance the publications that were streaming off the presses warning the populace that Jesus was coming. All of these things would be unnecessary since Jesus was coming to take them home. They would not be here on this old earth come this time in 1845.

As October 22 came and went it was to prove them wrong about the date of Jesus’ coming back to earth. There was a great disappointment. Did this prophetic misunderstanding of the cleansing of the sanctuary being the earth prove that the movement was all wrong as their critics charged?
As is so often the case with human understanding of God’s word, He often must allow His erring children to follow their course in order to lead them to where He wants them to be. Sure there were many people who dropped off because of the disappointment. But those such as Ellen White, who as a teenager at a time later wrote, “This was the happiest year of my life. My heart was full of glad expectation,”
 could not deny their experience with Jesus, they searched the Scriptures to find the answer. And they discovered that they had the right time,—Oct. 22, 1844,—but the wrong event,—the second coming. They had the right idea—the wedding of Christ, the bridegroom; but the wrong bride—the waiting “little flock” on earth.
Something extremely significant in the course of the great controversy between Christ and Satan occurred on Oct. 22, 1844, that God wanted His people on earth to known about. So they were invited to follow Jesus into the wedding set for midnight, when everyone is terribly sleepy. They must be extremely motivated in order to want to attend. They mustn’t be moved because they want the food, the cake and the wedding punch. That wouldn’t do it. They would need to be motivated by the agape of God. Their interests would be so bound up with the interests of Jesus that they wouldn’t want to be anywhere but as guests to His marriage to the bride. They would by faith follow Jesus into the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary and witness the sacred covenant vows of the nuptials.
And who might that bride be? Was it the “little flock” here on earth? But how could that be if they are the ten virgins invited as guests to go “out to meet Him”? We read also, “So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests.” Matt. 22:10. We are the invitees to the wedding not the bride.
Let us get the bigger picture. What was lost by Adam when he sinned in the beginning was the dominion given to him to supervise the earth on God’s behalf. This kingdom on earth was his so long as it was governed by the will of its Creator. But when Adam sinned he turned it all over to Satan who now claims to be the “god of this world.”

Jesus became the “last Adam.” He paid the price as our Representative and Head, and bought us as sons and daughters unto God. But he not only bought us, but He established the right, as the Divine Son of God and the human Son of man, to take back the dominion from Satan. But in order to do this Jesus must first establish a government in exile—a place where He can bring His people to safety—and then subdue all His enemies. 1 Cor. 15:25.
One of the more recognized governments in exile today is the State of Tibet. More than four decades ago the Chinese occupied this ancient land and some 111,000 Tibetans fled. Their leader is the Dali Lama whose headquarters is in London, where he conducts the official business of the kingdom and hopes some day to reclaim his country so that his people can return.

Likewise Jesus has the kingdom of heaven. This government has its headquarters in the New Jerusalem. Who then is the bride? Let the word of the Lord settle this question. “And there came unto me, one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, come hither and I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.” Rev. 22:9, 10. The angel fulfilled his promise and showed John the great city, he showed him the bride. Here John was given to understand, that the bride, the Lamb’s wife, is the city of God, the New Jerusalem; not the church, but the heavenly city. John says: “And I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” Rev. 21:8. The bride of Christ is not the church, but it is the holy city.
Now the third angels’ message needs a loud cry message to compel them to come in from “the highways and the hedges.” This message is represented by the angel of Revelation 18:1-4. It is here that the message of the second angel in Revelation 14:6 is repeated. The churches have become more corrupt because of their spiritualistic teachings since 1844. “The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of the third angel’s message as it swells to a loud cry.”
 “Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.” Rev. 18:4, 5. “This message seemed to be an addition to the third message, joining it as the midnight cry joined the second angel’s message in 1844.”
 So we see that there is a correspondence to the midnight cry of the 1844 movement and the loud cry associated with the republication of the third angels’ message just before Jesus comes.
“I have had the question asked, what do you think of this light which these men are presenting? Why, I have been presenting it to you for the last forty-five years,—the matchless charms of Christ. This is what I have been trying to present before your minds. When Brother Waggoner brought out these ideas at Minneapolis, it was the first clear teaching on this subject from any human lips I had heard, excepting the conversations between myself and my husband. I have said to myself, it is because God has presented it to me in vision that I see it so clearly, and they cannot see it because they have not had it presented to them as I have, and when another presented it, every fiber of my heart said amen.” (Ms. 5, 1889).
In our modern terminology, she perceived the message to be a transmission that would apply power from the engine to the drive wheels. For “forty-five years” she had been racing the engine, but the power to finish the gospel commission wasn’t getting through. Now she perceived how the new message supplementing the old would actually prepare the people of that generation for the coming of the Lord. No wonder she was happy!
What was needed is the old message: Jesus is coming. The hour of God’s judgment has come. Our High Priest is in the Most Holy. His position highlights the ten commandments and the fourth—the seventh day Sabbath; the dead are sleeping until the resurrection. These are the landmark truths of the third angel’s message.

And we need the new message. They inquired of Sr. White “if the message of justification by faith is the third angel’s message, and I have answered, ‘It is the third angel’s message in verity.’ The prophet declares, ‘And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory [Rev. 18:1].’”
 “The third angel’s message in verity” is clearly identified with the fourth angel of Revelation 18:1 and that is “the third angel’s message in verity.” What is the significance of this statement? What does she mean by this affirmation “in verity”?

Ellen White was overjoyed when she heard the message of justification by faith from the lips of A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner. To her this clear teaching was consonant with the message of the three angels. “The hour of His judgment is come” and our Priest is cleansing the heavenly sanctuary. What connection was there between justification by faith and the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary by Jesus our High Priest?

The answer is that since 1844 Jesus was performing the Day of Atonement ministry. He was engaged in the final blotting out of sins. But before the sanctuary could be cleansed in heaven the temple of His people on earth must be cleansed. The source of sin pollution must be ended in His people. The honor of God and the integrity of His covenant was at stake. God has the solution to the problem of sin. The gospel of Jesus Christ can forgive sins and His righteousness has the power by virtue of the Holy Spirit to cleanse the soul temple. This God has promised in His everlasting covenant.

So when she heard this message she recognized in it the power and force of the gospel which would prepare God’s people to stand with a pure character in the day of Christ’s second coming. They would be a living testimony for God through the crisis hour. They would be part of the 144,000 who would be translated without seeing death at His return. They would be a living testament to the power of God unto salvation from sin. Living in sinful flesh, tempted, tried and afflicted, the mystery of godliness would be revealed in them—“Christ in you the hope of glory.”

Rev. 18:1, 2: “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven having great power, and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” Notice the terms which express the greatness of the work. The angel has “great power,” the “earth was lightened with his glory,” he “cried mightily with a strong voice.” “Be assured . . . this glorious message will forget its feebleness soon; for the angel is to have great power, and cry “mightily” with a “strong voice.” This work will not be finished up in a corner; for the earth is to be lightened with his glory. The subject before us is of thriIling interest. . . . Where are we now? . . . We are in the time of the third message, but the loud cry of the message is future. The first and second messages are in the past; but we have all the truth of those messages in the third. . . . . Babylon has since her fall been filling up with spirits of devils (spirit manifestations), and unclean birds (popular converts), preparing the way for the message of Rev. 18:1-2, declaring not only her fall, but her corruptions since her fall.”

Christ is the Father of His people. “Unto us,” says the prophet, “a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulders; and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father.” Isa. 9:6. Now we have the whole family. Christ, the bridegroom, is the Father, Jerusalem above, which is free is the mother of us all, and the church is the children, in this great family of Heaven.

The children in this family are to be born, or brought forth, at the resurrection of the just, when a nation is to be born at once—brought forth by that power that called Jesus from the tomb—brought forth at the resurrection—brought into new life. How natural the supposition that the marriage of the Lamb, the union between Christ and the throne of His kingdom, would take place first, before He descends to raise the dead—before the birth of the children takes place.

Where is the marriage of the Lamb to take place? If the church is to be the bride, the marriage of the Lamb must take place after His second advent, when He comes to raise the dead, and to receive them to Himself, to take them up into the air, and bear them up to the golden city. If the church be the bride, then the marriage takes place here. But if the holy city be the bride, then the marriage of the Lamb may take place before Christ comes—before the birth of the children at the resurrection.
Borne by chariots of angels to the Father, the Son receives the kingdom. He is acknowledged King. He returns, and upon His vesture and thigh is the name of His royalty. Heaven and earth acknowledge him King. And where are the guests? Where are the waiting ones? They are here in this mortal state, and Christ is saying to them, “Have your loins girt about with truth, and your lamps burning, and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord when He shall return from the wedding.” Luke 12:36. Christ receives the throne of His kingdom in Heaven. When He comes to raise the just, the wedding is over. The place, then, of the marriage is not here, but there. The heavenly Bridegroom, borne to the presence of the great God, is presented with the city. In that city is the throne of the kingdom. He receives it. It is His. The name of His royalty is written upon his vesture and his thigh. All is ready. And now the King of kings, with all the holy angels, descends in flaming fire. The trump sounds. The dead are raised. The children are brought forth from their graves, and are borne by angels from every part of the earth, and are received and embraced by their Father and Redeemer. The train is led off by the King of kings to the heavenly Jerusalem which is the mother of us all. The great family of Heaven is brought together. The children are all brought home at last, and sit down to the marriage supper of the Lamb.
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