FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
The apostle John seems to have thought that the highest expression of the Christian’s privilege was found in the word fellowship. He declares his purpose in writing to his brethren to be that they might have fellowship with each other, adding “and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” 1 John 1:3. Perfect fellowship is realized when the parties to it are in the most perfect accord with each other in thought, feeling, and purpose.

Two boys were in the same class in school. They studied the same lessons, had the same ambitions, and found the same joys in their successes. But of these two it could be said that neither of them had any ambition for himself which he did not have quite as strong for his friend. When one of them gained a victory or suffered a defeat, the joy or the pain was shared equally by the other. There was fellowship. There was the same mind and the same heart in all things.

Somehow so, it is the highest privilege of the Christian to have the mind of Christ, and that is fellowship. It does not mean perfect knowledge of all Christ’s thoughts and purposes concerning us, but it does mean our supremest pleasure in what we do know of his mind and will, and such love for him and such confidence in his love for us, that we are more than willing to leave all the unknown to him.

Theological phrases are very apt to become substitutes for ideas, instead of vehicles for their expression. Human nature is in constant danger of resting in the mere intellectual knowledge of God’s will, approving the things that are excellent, making theory the substitute for the life. But the real knowledge of God is a life, and we can only know the doctrine of Jesus Christ as we accept His life and let Him live that life in us—confessing Christ in the flesh. How a simpleminded youth taught a church committee to respect the real doctrine of Christ is told as follows. He presented himself as a candidate, and was asked:—

“Do you understand the doctrine of the Trinity?”

“No, I can’t say I do.”

“Can you give the committee a definition of regeneration?”

“I don’t think I can.”

“Well, what do you understand by foreordination? Take plenty of time to answer,” said a kind-hearted old deacon, thinking the candidate was confused.

“I don’t know much about it.”

“Can’t you give us some opinion respecting God’s decrees?”

“I’m afraid not.”

“Well, then,” said the minister, a little impatiently, “what do you know?” Promptly came the answer:—

“I know that I’m a sinner, and I know that Christ died to save me. And I want to join the fellowship to get more help from Christ and His people.”

Every member of that committee felt rebuked, and one of them said afterwards: “I learned from that moment to respect the spiritual knowledge of the humblest man or woman, and not to think so much of that knowledge which comes from the head alone.”
The old covenant was the promise of the people to do everything just right when they promised in Exodus 19:8, “All that the Lord hath spoken, we will do.” For generations, we have always assured our children, “Yes, the Lord will bless you; He will do this or that for you, provided you do your part!” Thus the basic idea that gets across to them is that the Lord is like a policeman or a CHP officer; He won’t bother you if you keep out of trouble. It’s up to you to initiate a relationship with the Lord, and to maintain it; and if you don’t, then He backs off and leaves you to yourself. The emphasis is on what YOU do to save yourself, not on what HE has done and is doing to save you. What is the inevitable result? Dependence on self, and that leads to alienation from Christ. And then-wandering away.
Our lessons often speak at length about the need for us to develop and maintain a “relationship” with Jesus. The problem is that many people don’t know how to do that. They feel frustrated that their (a) reading the Bible, (b) their prayers, and (c) their “witnessing” don’t get anywhere. They wonder frankly, how do you build or maintain a “relationship” that’s one-sided? “Jesus doesn’t say anything to us!” And their Bible study turns out to be boring. Some get discouraged and stop trying.
What they need is Good News that is better than they have thought it is. Here are three brief points of how good that Good News is: (1) Jesus isn’t waiting for you to initiate or even “maintain” a “relationship” with him. He Himself has taken the initiative to build it: “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you,” He says ever so plainly in John 15:16.  What He is wondering about is how He can build a one-sided relationship with you! He has made all the advances; your job is to respond—which is what it means “to believe.” He did all the loving and the giving first (take another look at John 3:16). (2) He seeks to maintain the relationship through the daily, even hourly prompting of the Holy Spirit: “Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left” (Isa. 30:21). “The Father . . . will give you another Helper, who will stay with you forever. He is the Spirit, who reveals the truth about God” (John 14:16, GNB). Yes, that’s true; believe it. He WILL stay with you unless YOU take the initiative to drive Him off. Yes, the ball is in your court. And (3), time’s out, but please read Isaiah 50:4, 5. Get it? The elusive “relationship” is on, unless you choose to be “rebellious.”
We notice the single idea in this verse, “that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3) is that Christians may not only enjoy fellowship with one another, but also with the Father and with the Son. In church relation, Christians are fellows, and enjoy fellowship.

And as the adopted sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, they become, in a certain sense, fellows with the great God, and his Son Jesus Christ. They are the adopted members of the Royal family. What matchless love on the part of the Father and the Son, to stoop so low as to raise sinners so high, that they may sustain family relation with them! God may be their Heavenly Father, and Christ, their Elder Brother! Our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
The purpose of the gospel is to restore that fellowship with God which was interrupted by sin. “Your iniquities have separated between you and your God.” Isaiah 59:2. “At that time ye were without Christ, being aliens . . . and without God in the world: but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Eph. 2:12, 13. Christ’s life manifested in the flesh is the bond of union which unites us again with him and his Father. He desires to have all things in common with us, but we must be willing to have all things in common with him. What a blessed privilege is this!
John wishes us to have the same fellowship with the Father and the Son that he and his fellow-apostles had. The association of Jesus and His disciples was very intimate. They brought all their troubles to Him, receiving His sympathy and help; and He also shared their joys. He ate with them, directed and assisted them in their work, and healed their diseases. He was their companion at feasts and also in the solitude of the desert. He rejoiced with them at the wedding, and wept with them at the grave. No human companion could ever be more close, and on terms of greater intimacy than was the companionship of the disciples and the Son of God on earth.
But while they were thus associating with the Son, they were also having fellowship with the Father, as well. “God was in Christ.” 2 Cor. 5:19. Those who fail to recognize the fact that God the Father is in every respect just what Jesus was when here on earth, lose the whole object of the ministry of Christ.
Jesus was the genial companion of His disciples. But while they associated together as fellows, His lowly position did not obscure His greatness, nor lead them to lightly esteem Him. When He washed His disciples’ feet, it was with the full knowledge that He was their Master and Lord, and that the Father had given all things into His hand, and that He came from God and went to God.

The disciples had fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And the companionship which they had—which the beloved disciple had when he reclined on the bosom of Jesus,—is the same companionship which we are privileged to have. It was for the purpose of letting us know this, that John wrote his epistle.  

Who may have this companionship? Is it only the wealthy, and those whom the world calls “noble”? Listen: “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” Isa. 57:15.

In the world there are “classes,” and so there will be till the end of time. No device nor organization, no vows nor pledges will break down the barriers between the “classes” and the “masses.” Socialism is powerless, even though it bear the prefix “Christian.” In Christ Jesus, “there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but Christ is all in all.” Col. 3:11. In the true family of Christ there is but one standard,—love to God and love to man,—and nothing can bring us to this but the love of God shed abroad in the heart, by His Holy Spirit.  

The life of Christ on earth shows that in His church there can be none of the false standards that exist in society. He came as a servant, showing that none who follow Him must think themselves above serving. The Master says, “Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant; even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister.” Matt. 20:27, 28. He was a carpenter on earth, in order that none of His followers might think it beneath their dignity to work. “The servant is not greater than his Lord.”

Companionship with God involves humility, for Jesus said, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Matt. 11:29. “Before honor is humility,” for “He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” Luke 14:11. And what greater exaltation could created beings have, than to associate on terms of loving familiarity with the Creator of the universe? to be esteemed by Him as a friend, and to have God reveal His secrets to him? Let us then give good heed to the message of the beloved disciple, which he has written unto us that our joy may be full.
In 1773, the young pastor of a poor church in Wainsgate, England, was called to a large and influential church in London. John Fawcett was a powerful preacher and writer, and these skills had brought him this opportunity. But as the wagons were being loaded with the Fawcetts’ few belongings, their people came for a tearful farewell.
During the good-byes, Mary Fawcett cried, “John, I cannot bear to leave!” “Nor can I,” he replied. “We shall remain here with our people.” The wagons were unloaded, and John Fawcett spent his entire fifty-four-year ministry in Wainsgate. 
Out of that experience, Fawcett wrote the beautiful hymn, “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” #350.
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